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FIGHT THE POLICY OF 

PRIVATISATION
PREPARE FOR TWO DAY STRIKE DURING BUDGET SESSION

T
he Government of India is making desperate attempts to list 
LIC through IPO before the end of current financial year.  It has 

decided to open the issue to even foreign capital.  The Government 
is understood to have advised the Bankers to hold discussions with 
over 100 global investors in an effort to reach out to the anchor 
investors.  The determining of embedded value of LIC is expected 
to be completed by December and therefore preparations are 
being made to finalise the draft prospectus for filing with the 
SEBI.  The government is hoping to raise a substantial portion of 
the disinvestment target fixed in the budget through sale of 5-10 
percent of the LIC equity.  The raising of resources through LIC IPO 
has become very crucial for the government to contain its fiscal 
deficit.  This is because the government has refused to give up 
fiscal fundamentalism and remained loyal to monetarism which 
is the foundation of neo-liberalism.

The government by throwing up all parliamentary procedures 
and ethics secured approval for privatization of the PSGI industry.  
It has decided to sell IDBI Bank which has been nursed back to 
health by LIC.  The investment in IDBI Bank was to allow LIC to have 
a controlling stake to meet the challenge of business procurement 
thrown up by the life insurance companies owned by the Banks.  
The life insurance market has seen that the banks owning life 
insurance companies have many advantages including captive 
business.  The LIC long time ago had seen the development of 
such a situation and was making efforts to enter into the banking 
business either directly or through its subsidiary LIC Housing 
Finance Company Ltd.  Unfortunately, RBI refused to permit LIC 
to enter into banking business while it is open to suggestions to 
allow corporate entities to enter banking.  Forcing LIC to give up 
majority stake in IDBI not only raises questions over its investment 
objectives but also places it at a disadvantageous position in terms 
of competition.  This apart, the government has announced that 
it will modify laws in the Winter Session of Parliament beginning 
on 29th November, 2021 enabling it to privatise public sector 
banks.  It is unfortunate that the government is refusing learn 
any lessons from the 2007-08 global financial meltdown.  There 
is a widespread consensus that the seeds of this crisis were sown 
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by indiscriminate liberalization and deregulation of 
financial institutions by the Reagon administration.

The global financial crisis of 2007-08 and Covid 
19 have demonstrated the failure and limitation of 
neo-liberalism.  These two crises have forced the 
governments and nations to revisit and rethink 

their economic policies.  The basic assumptions of 
neo-liberalism that markets work best when they 
are free and governments work best when they are 
small are increasingly challenged.  The industrialized 
nations have put aside concerns raised by fiscal 
fundamentalists and have resorted to liberal fiscal 
policies to restart the economies.  These countries 
have pumped in trillions of US dollars to mitigate 
the sufferings of their citizens due to job losses and 
lowering of standards of living and to create demand 
in the economy. The Governments have also taken 
over institutions that provide public services and 
social good.

However, India has continued to remain faithful 
to the neoliberal agenda.  The neoliberal agenda 
was imposed on India in the form of conditionalities 
when the country went to IMF and World Bank 
for loans to tide over the balance of payment 
crisis in 1991.  India agreed to the Structural 
Adjustment Program designed by the two Bretton 
Woods institutions.  These reforms demanded 
the government to control the fiscal deficit by 
cutting down of spending on social programs and 
to eliminate subsidies including on food.  The other 
reforms recommended were privatization of public 
sector, withdrawal of government interference in 
the economic activities and allowing free entry to 
foreign capital and liberalizing trade.  The Structural 
Adjustment Program also suggested restructuring 
of tax regime to lower the corporate taxes and 
allow greater freedom for private capital in banking 
and insurance industry.  It was also suggested to 
bring labour reforms and along with this under 
GATT, which now is WTO India was forced to accept 
product patent in place of process patent in the 
pharmaceutical industry.

Successive governments since 1991 have by 
and large remained committed to the neoliberal 
economic policies.  However, no government 
in the past was as aggressive as the present 
government in implementation of these policies.  
The government is recklessly privatizing important 
public sector enterprises that gave India a self 
reliant economic development. The Government has 

now announced a National Monetisation Pipeline.  
Under this scheme it wants to raise Rs. 6 lakh crore 
by monetizing important assets which are already 
earning revenues.  The roads will constitute around 
27% of this fund mobilization and railways another 
26 percent.  The Power sector will constitute 15 
percent and the rest will come from the public 
sector units.  These precious assets will be handed 
over to the private sector for 25 years for a lumpsum 
payment.  Though the government claims that it 
is only leasing out its assets to raise resources, it 
should leave nobody in doubt that this is a clear 
case of privatization and handing over of public 
assets for private gains. This decision will make the 
services costly and unaffordable for a large section 
of population.

It has been proved across the world that the 
economic theory of horses and sparrows has failed. 
This policy believes that if horses are overfed with 
oats, they will lay something on the road for the 
sparrows. This means that if you give tax concessions 
and other incentives to the rich and corporate sector, 
the benefits will trickle-down. There is a consensus 
that these economic policies did not result into any 
trickledown.  They have only succeeded in putting 
an ever increasing share of national income into the 
pockets of rich and super rich. The experience in 

pÉÉUiÉ xÉUMüÉU cÉÉsÉÔ ÌuÉ¨É uÉwÉï Måü AliÉ xÉå mÉWûsÉå LsÉAÉDxÉÏ 
MüÉå AÉDmÉÏAÉå Måü qÉÉkrÉqÉ xÉå xÉÔcÉÏoÉ® MüUlÉå MüÉ oÉåiÉÉoÉ mÉërÉÉxÉ 
MüU UWûÏ Wæû| CxÉlÉå CxÉMüÉå ÌuÉSåvÉÏ mÉÔÇeÉÏ Måü ÍsÉL ZÉÉåsÉlÉå 
MüÉ TæüxÉsÉÉ ÌMürÉÉ Wæû| xÉqÉfÉÉ eÉÉiÉÉ Wæû ÌMü xÉUMüÉU lÉå LÇMüU 
ÌlÉuÉåvÉMüÉåÇ iÉMü mÉWÒûÇcÉlÉå Måü mÉërÉÉxÉ qÉåÇ oÉæÇMüUÉåÇ MüÉå 100 xÉå 
AÍkÉMü uÉæÍµÉMü ÌlÉuÉåvÉMüÉåÇ Måü xÉÉjÉ cÉcÉÉï MüUlÉå MüÐ xÉsÉÉWû SÏ 
Wæû| LsÉAÉDxÉÏ Måü AÇiÉÌlÉïÌWûiÉ qÉÔsrÉ MüÉ ÌlÉkÉÉïUhÉ ÌSxÉqoÉU iÉMü 
mÉÔUÉ WûÉålÉå MüÐ EqqÉÏS Wæû AÉæU CxÉÍsÉL xÉåoÉÏ Måü mÉÉxÉ SÉÎZÉsÉ 
MüUlÉå Måü ÍsÉL xÉÔcÉÏmÉ§É Måü qÉxÉÉæSå MüÉå AÎliÉqÉ ÃmÉ  SålÉå MüÐ 
iÉærÉÉUÏ MüÐ eÉÉ UWûÏ Wæû| xÉUMüÉU oÉeÉOû qÉåÇ iÉrÉ ÌMüL aÉL ÌuÉÌlÉuÉåvÉ 
sÉ£rÉ Måü oÉÄQåû ÌWûxxÉå MüÉå LsÉAÉDxÉÏ MüÐ 5 xÉå 10 TüÐxÉSÏ 
ÌWûxxÉåSÉUÏ oÉåcÉMüU eÉÑOûÉlÉå MüÐ EqqÉÏS MüU UWûÏ Wæû| xÉUMüÉU 
Måü ÍsÉL AmÉlÉå UÉeÉMüÉåwÉÏrÉ bÉÉOåû MüÉå ÌlÉrÉÎl§ÉiÉ MüUlÉå Måü ÍsÉL 
LsÉAÉDxÉÏ AÉDmÉÏAÉå Måü qÉÉkrÉqÉ xÉå xÉÇxÉÉkÉlÉ eÉÑOûÉlÉÉ oÉWÒûiÉ 
qÉWûiuÉmÉÔhÉï WûÉå aÉrÉÉ Wæû| LåxÉÉ CxÉÍsÉL Wæû YrÉÉåÇÌMü xÉUMüÉU lÉå 
UÉeÉMüÉåwÉÏrÉ MüOèOûUuÉÉS MüÉå NûÉåÄQûlÉå xÉå ClMüÉU MüU ÌSrÉÉ AÉæU 
qÉÑSìÉuÉÉS Måü mÉëÌiÉ uÉTüÉSÉU Wæû eÉÉå lÉuÉ-ESÉUuÉÉS MüÐ lÉÏÇuÉ Wæû|

xÉUMüÉU lÉå xÉpÉÏ xÉÇxÉSÏrÉ mÉëÌ¢ürÉÉAÉåÇ AÉæU lÉæÌiÉMüiÉÉ MüÉå 
ZÉiqÉ MüU mÉÏLxÉeÉÏAÉD E±ÉåaÉ Måü ÌlÉeÉÏMüUhÉ Måü ÍsÉL qÉÇeÉÔUÏ 
MüoeÉÉ MüU sÉÏ| CxÉlÉå AÉDQûÏoÉÏAÉD oÉæÇMü MüÉå oÉåcÉlÉå MüÉ 
TæüxÉsÉÉ ÌMürÉÉ Wæû ÎeÉxÉå LsÉAÉDxÉÏ lÉå mÉÉsÉ-mÉÉåxÉ MüU uÉÉmÉxÉ 
xuÉxjÉ MüU ÌSrÉÉ Wæû| AÉDQûÏoÉÏAÉD oÉæÇMü qÉåÇ LsÉAÉDxÉÏ MüÉå 
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India is no different.  Thirty years of neo-liberalism 
has made India the second most unequal society 
in the world. These policies have helped massive 
concentration of wealth in few hands while at the 
same time recording a shameful regression in human 
development. 

The trade union movement represents not just 
the working class but all exploited sections of the 
Indian population.  For the last several years it has 
projected demands relating to farmers, unorganized 
workers and other vulnerable sections.  It is the 
result of this big mobilization and resistance that 
the government has not been able to move with 
the speed of its choice to implement the neo-liberal 
agenda. In order to keep up the resistance,  all 
Central trade unions with the exception of BMS in 
a convention held at Delhi on 11th November 2021 

have decided to organize a two day General Strike 
during the Budget Session.  Prior to this various 
programs to mobilize the broadest possible support 
has been planned.  The LIC and PSGI employees must 
join these programs with full force.

It must be remembered that politics and 
economics cannot be separated.  Economic policies 
are designed to achieve certain political aims and 
politics is formulated to achieve certain economic 
objectives. This we have experienced from the denial 

of wage revision for the PSGI employees which fell 
due on 1.8.2017.  Therefore, the struggle against 
economic policies is a political struggle as well.  
No struggle of the working class can be apolitical.  
The economic policies cannot be defeated without 
bringing about a political change.  This must be 
clearly understood. The issues raised by the Joint 
Platform of Trade Unions are relevant to not only 
the working class but the entire democratic and 
progressive sections of Indian society. The insurance 
employees cannot fight privatization of LIC and PSGI 
companies in isolation.  They have to join the other 
sections of the working class to fight against the 
entire policy of neo-liberalism.  The wage revision of 
PSGI employees have to be brought into sharp focus 
and the injustice exposed by aligning our struggle 
with the broader struggles. 

The unity of the working class and its building 
bonds with the struggle of the farmers can develop 
into a formidable force of resistance.  Let the 
insurance employees be a proud part of this glorious 
resistance.  Let the insurance employees begin 
preparations in right earnest to educate people, 
mobilize their support and make the two day strike 
successful to force the government to rethink and 
revisit the ruinous path it has embarked upon.

ÌlÉeÉÏMüUhÉ MüÐ lÉÏÌiÉ xÉå sÉÄQåûÇ
oÉeÉOû xÉ§É qÉåÇ SÉå ÌSuÉxÉÏrÉ WûÄQûiÉÉsÉ MüÐ iÉærÉÉUÏ

ÌlÉrÉl§ÉhÉ uÉÉsÉÏ ÌWûxxÉåSÉUÏ Måü xÉÉjÉ ÌlÉuÉåvÉ MüÐ AlÉÑqÉÌiÉ CxÉÍsÉL 
SÏ aÉrÉÏ jÉÏ iÉÉÌMü uÉÉå oÉæÇMüÉåÇ Måü xuÉÉÍqÉiuÉ uÉÉsÉÏ eÉÏuÉlÉ oÉÏqÉÉ 
MüqmÉÌlÉrÉÉåÇ ²ÉUÉ aÉÇuÉÉL aÉL urÉuÉxÉÉrÉ MüÉå WûÉÍxÉsÉ MüUlÉå MüÐ 
cÉÑlÉÉæiÉÏ MüÉå mÉÔUÉ MüU xÉMåü| eÉÏuÉlÉ oÉÏqÉÉ oÉÉeÉÉU qÉåÇ LåxÉÉ SåZÉÉ 
aÉrÉÉ Wæû ÌMü eÉÏuÉlÉ oÉÏqÉÉ MüqmÉÌlÉrÉÉåÇ Måü xuÉÉÍqÉiuÉ uÉÉsÉå oÉæÇMüÉåÇ 
MüÉå oÉÇSÏ urÉuÉxÉÉrÉ xÉÌWûiÉ MüD TüÉrÉSå WûÉåiÉå WæûÇ| LsÉAÉDxÉÏ lÉå 
pÉÏ MüÉTüÐ xÉqÉrÉ mÉWûsÉå LåxÉÏ ÎxjÉÌiÉ MüÉå mÉWûcÉÉlÉÉ jÉÉ AÉæU iÉoÉ 
ExÉlÉå oÉæÇÌMüÇaÉ urÉuÉxÉÉrÉ qÉåÇ xÉÏkÉå rÉÉ AmÉlÉÏ xÉWûÉrÉMü LsÉAÉDxÉÏ 
WûÉEÍxÉÇaÉ MüqmÉlÉÏ ÍsÉÍqÉOåûQû Måü qÉÉkrÉqÉ xÉå mÉëuÉåvÉ MüUlÉå MüÉ 
mÉërÉÉxÉ ÌMürÉÉ jÉÉ| SÒpÉÉïarÉ xÉå AÉUoÉÏAÉD lÉå LsÉAÉDxÉÏ MüÉå 
oÉæÇÌMüÇaÉ urÉuÉxÉÉrÉ qÉåÇ mÉëuÉåvÉ MüUlÉå MüÐ AlÉÑqÉÌiÉ SålÉå xÉå ClMüÉU 
MüU ÌSrÉÉ, AÉæU uÉWûÏÇ SÕxÉUÏ iÉUTü MüÉUmÉÉåUåOû xÉÇxjÉÉAÉåÇ MüÉå 
oÉæÇÌMüÇaÉ qÉåÇ mÉëuÉåvÉ MüUlÉå MüÐ AlÉÑqÉÌiÉ SålÉå Måü mÉëxiÉÉuÉÉåÇ MüÉå 
ZÉÑsÉMüU AÉqÉÎl§ÉiÉ ÌMürÉÉ aÉrÉÉ| LsÉAÉDxÉÏ MüÉå AÉDQûÏoÉÏAÉD 
qÉåÇ oÉWÒûqÉiÉ ÌWûxxÉåSÉUÏ NûÉåÄQûlÉå Måü ÍsÉL qÉeÉoÉÔU MüUlÉÉ lÉ MåüuÉsÉ 
ExÉMåü ÌlÉuÉåvÉ E¬åvrÉÉåÇ mÉU xÉuÉÉsÉ EPûÉiÉÉ Wæû, oÉÎsMü mÉëÌiÉxmÉkÉÉï 
Måü qÉÉqÉsÉå qÉåÇ CxÉå lÉÑMüxÉÉlÉSåWû ÎxjÉÌiÉ qÉåÇ pÉÏ QûÉsÉiÉÉ Wæû| CxÉMåü 
AsÉÉuÉÉ, xÉUMüÉU lÉå bÉÉåwÉhÉÉ MüÐ Wæû ÌMü uÉWû 29 lÉuÉqoÉU 2021 
xÉå vÉÑÃ WûÉålÉå uÉÉsÉå xÉÇxÉS Måü vÉÏiÉMüÉsÉÏlÉ xÉ§É qÉåÇ MüÉlÉÔlÉÉåÇ 

MüÉå xÉÇvÉÉåÍkÉiÉ MüUåaÉÏ ÎeÉxÉxÉå uÉWû xÉÉuÉïeÉÌlÉMü £Éå§É Måü oÉæÇMüÉåÇ 
MüÉ ÌlÉeÉÏMüUhÉ MüU xÉMåüaÉÏ| rÉWû SÒpÉÉïarÉmÉÔhÉï Wæû ÌMü xÉUMüÉU 
2007-08 MüÐ uÉæÍµÉMü ÌuÉ¨ÉÏrÉ qÉÇSÏ xÉå MüÉåD xÉoÉMü sÉålÉå xÉå 
ClMüÉU MüU UWûÏ Wæû| CxÉ oÉÉiÉ mÉU urÉÉmÉMü xÉWûqÉÌiÉ Wæû ÌMü CxÉ 
xÉÇMüOû Måü oÉÏeÉ UÏaÉlÉ mÉëvÉÉxÉlÉ ²ÉUÉ AÇkÉÉkÉÑÇkÉ ESÉUÏMüUhÉ AÉæU 
ÌuÉ¨ÉÏrÉ xÉÇxjÉÉlÉÉåÇ Måü ÌuÉÌlÉrÉqÉlÉ ²ÉUÉ oÉÉåL aÉL jÉå| 

2007-08 Måü uÉæÍµÉMü ÌuÉ¨ÉÏrÉ xÉÇMüOû AÉæU MüÉåÌuÉQû 19 lÉå 
lÉuÉ-ESÉUuÉÉS MüÐ ÌuÉTüsÉiÉÉ AÉæU xÉÏqÉÉ MüÉå xÉÉqÉlÉå sÉÉ ÌSrÉÉ 
Wæû| ClÉ SÉå xÉÇMüOûÉåÇ lÉå xÉUMüÉUÉåÇ AÉæU UÉ·íÉåÇ MüÉå AmÉlÉÏ AÉÍjÉïMü 
lÉÏÌiÉrÉÉåÇ mÉU ÌTüU xÉå aÉÉæU MüUlÉå AÉæU mÉÑlÉïÌuÉcÉÉU MüUlÉå Måü ÍsÉL 
qÉeÉoÉÔU ÌMürÉÉ Wæû| eÉWûÉÇ rÉWû qÉÉlÉÉ eÉÉiÉÉ Wæû ÌMü oÉÉeÉÉU xÉoÉxÉå 
AcNûÉ iÉoÉ MüÉqÉ MüUiÉå WæûÇ eÉoÉ uÉå xuÉiÉl§É WûÉåiÉå WæûÇ AÉæU xÉUMüÉUåÇ 
NûÉåOåû WûÉålÉå mÉU xÉoÉxÉå AcNûÉ MüÉqÉ MüUiÉÏ WæûÇ, lÉuÉ-ESÉUuÉÉS MüÐ 
ClÉ qÉÔsÉ kÉÉUhÉÉAÉåÇ MüÉå oÉÄQûÏ iÉåeÉÏ Måü xÉÉjÉ cÉÑlÉÉæiÉÏ ÍqÉsÉ UWûÏ 
Wæû| AÉæ±ÉåaÉÏM×üiÉ UÉ·íÉåÇ lÉå UÉeÉMüÉåwÉÏrÉ MüOèOûUmÉÇÍjÉrÉÉåÇ ²ÉUÉ EPûÉD 
aÉD ÍcÉÇiÉÉAÉåÇ MüÉå SUÌMülÉÉU MüU ÌSrÉÉ Wæû AÉæU AjÉïurÉuÉxjÉÉ 
MüÉå ÌTüU xÉå vÉÑÃ MüUlÉå Måü ÍsÉL ESÉU UÉeÉMüÉåwÉÏrÉ lÉÏÌiÉrÉÉåÇ MüÉ 
xÉWûÉUÉ ÍsÉrÉÉ Wæû| ClÉ SåvÉÉåÇ lÉå lÉÉæMüUÏ NÕûOûlÉå AÉæU eÉÏuÉlÉ xiÉU 
qÉåÇ ÌaÉUÉuÉOû Måü MüÉUhÉ AmÉlÉå lÉÉaÉËUMüÉåÇ MüÐ mÉÏÄQûÉ 
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MüÉå MüqÉ MüUlÉå AÉæU AjÉïurÉuÉxjÉÉ qÉåÇ qÉÉÇaÉ mÉæSÉ MüUlÉå Måü ÍsÉL 
ZÉUoÉÉåÇ AqÉåËUMüÐ QûÊsÉU MüÉ ÌlÉuÉåvÉ ÌMürÉÉ Wæû| xÉUMüÉUÉåÇ lÉå ElÉ 
xÉÇxjÉÉlÉÉåÇ MüÉå pÉÏ AmÉlÉå MüoeÉå qÉåÇ sÉå ÍsÉrÉÉ Wæû eÉÉå xÉÉuÉïeÉÌlÉMü 
xÉåuÉÉLÇ AÉæU xÉÉqÉÉÎeÉMü pÉsÉÉD mÉëSÉlÉ MüUiÉå WæûÇ|

rÉWû iÉÉå xmÉ¹ Wæû ÌMü pÉÉUiÉ lÉuÉESÉUuÉÉSÏ LeÉåÇQåû Måü mÉëÌiÉ 
uÉTüÉSÉU UWûlÉÉ eÉÉUÏ UZÉå WÒûL Wæû| 1991 qÉåÇ pÉÑaÉiÉÉlÉ xÉliÉÑsÉlÉ 
xÉÇMüOû xÉå ÌlÉmÉOûlÉå Måü ÍsÉL eÉoÉ SåvÉ AÉDLqÉLTü AÉæU ÌuÉµÉ 
oÉæÇMü Måü mÉÉxÉ GhÉ Måü ÍsÉL aÉrÉÉ iÉÉå vÉiÉÉåïÇ Måü ÃmÉ qÉåÇ pÉÉUiÉ 
mÉU lÉuÉESÉUuÉÉSÏ LeÉåÇQûÉ sÉaÉÉrÉÉ aÉrÉÉ jÉÉ| pÉÉUiÉ SÉå oÉëåOûlÉ 
uÉÑQûxÉ xÉÇxjÉÉlÉÉåÇ ²ÉUÉ iÉærÉÉU ÌMüL aÉL xÉÇUcÉlÉÉiqÉMü xÉqÉÉrÉÉåeÉlÉ 
MüÉrÉï¢üqÉ Måü ÍsÉL xÉWûqÉiÉ WÒûAÉ| ClÉ xÉÑkÉÉUÉåÇ Måü qÉÉTïüiÉ xÉUMüÉU 
xÉå UÉeÉMüÉåwÉÏrÉ bÉÉOåû MüÉå ÌlÉrÉÎl§ÉiÉ MüUlÉå Måü ÍsÉL xÉÉqÉÉÎeÉMü 
MüÉrÉï¢üqÉÉåÇ mÉU ZÉcÉï qÉåÇ MüOûÉæiÉÏ MüUlÉå Måü xÉÉjÉ AÉWûÉU xÉÌWûiÉ 
xÉpÉÏ iÉUWû Måü AlÉÑSÉlÉÉåÇ MüÉå xÉqÉÉmiÉ MüUlÉå MüÐ qÉÉÇaÉ MüÐ aÉD| 
AlÉÑvÉÇÍxÉiÉ AlrÉ xÉÑkÉÉUÉåÇ qÉåÇ xÉÉuÉïeÉÌlÉMü £Éå§É MüÉ ÌlÉeÉÏMüUhÉ, 
AÉÍjÉïMü aÉÌiÉÌuÉÍkÉrÉÉåÇ qÉåÇ xÉUMüÉUÏ WûxiÉ£ÉåmÉ MüÉå uÉÉmÉxÉ sÉålÉÉ AÉæU 
ÌuÉSåvÉÏ mÉÔÇeÉÏ qÉåÇ qÉÑniÉ mÉëuÉåvÉ MüÐ AlÉÑqÉÌiÉ SålÉÉ AÉæU urÉÉmÉÉU MüÉå 
ESÉU oÉlÉÉlÉÉ vÉÉÍqÉsÉ jÉÉ| xÉÇUcÉlÉÉiqÉMü xÉqÉÉrÉÉåeÉlÉ MüÉrÉï¢üqÉ qÉåÇ 
MüÉUmÉÉåUåOû MüUÉåÇ MüÉå MüqÉ MüUlÉå AÉæU oÉæÇÌMüÇaÉ AÉæU oÉÏqÉÉ E±ÉåaÉ 
qÉåÇ ÌlÉeÉÏ mÉÔÇeÉÏ Måü ÍsÉL AÍkÉMü xuÉiÉl§ÉiÉÉ MüÐ AlÉÑqÉÌiÉ SålÉå 
Måü ÍsÉL MüU urÉuÉxjÉÉ Måü mÉÑlÉïaÉPûlÉ MüÉ pÉÏ xÉÑfÉÉuÉ ÌSrÉÉ aÉrÉÉ| 
´ÉqÉ xÉÑkÉÉU sÉÉlÉå MüÉ pÉÏ xÉÑfÉÉuÉ ÌSrÉÉ aÉrÉÉ AÉæU CxÉMåü xÉÉjÉ 
WûÏ aÉæOû Måü iÉWûiÉ, eÉÉå AoÉ ÌuÉµÉ urÉÉmÉÉU xÉÇaÉPûlÉ Wæû, pÉÉUiÉ 
MüÉå SuÉÉ E±ÉåaÉ qÉåÇ mÉëÌ¢ürÉÉ mÉåOåÇOè Måü xjÉÉlÉ mÉU EimÉÉS mÉåOåûÇOû 
xuÉÏMüÉU MüUlÉå Måü ÍsÉL qÉeÉoÉÔU ÌMürÉÉ aÉrÉÉ jÉÉ|

1991 Måü oÉÉS xÉå AÉlÉå uÉÉsÉÏ xÉUMüÉUåÇ MÑüsÉ ÍqÉsÉÉMüU 
lÉuÉESÉUuÉÉSÏ AÉÍjÉïMü lÉÏÌiÉrÉÉåÇ Måü mÉëÌiÉ mÉëÌiÉoÉ® UWûÏ WæûÇ| 
WûÉsÉÉÇÌMü, AiÉÏiÉ qÉåÇ MüÉåD pÉÏ xÉUMüÉU ClÉ lÉÏÌiÉrÉÉåÇ Måü MüÉrÉÉïluÉrÉlÉ 
qÉåÇ uÉiÉïqÉÉlÉ xÉUMüÉU MüÐ iÉUWû AÉ¢üÉqÉMü lÉWûÏÇ jÉÏ| pÉÉUiÉ MüÉå LMü 
AÉiqÉÌlÉpÉïU AÉÍjÉïMü ÌuÉMüÉxÉ SålÉå uÉÉsÉå qÉWûiuÉmÉÔhÉï xÉÉuÉïeÉÌlÉMü 
£Éå§É Måü E±ÉåaÉÉåÇ MüÉ xÉUMüÉU sÉÉmÉUuÉÉWûÏ xÉå ÌlÉeÉÏMüUhÉ MüU UWûÏ 
Wæû| xÉUMüÉU lÉå AoÉ  LMü UÉ·íÏrÉ qÉÑSìÏMüUhÉ mÉÉCmÉsÉÉClÉ MüÐ 
bÉÉåwÉhÉÉ MüÐ Wæû| CxÉ rÉÉåeÉlÉÉ Måü iÉWûiÉ uÉWû mÉWûsÉå xÉå WûÏ UÉeÉxuÉ 
AÎeÉïiÉ MüUlÉå uÉÉsÉÏ qÉWûiuÉmÉÔhÉï xÉqmÉÍ¨ÉrÉÉåÇ MüÉ qÉÑSìÏMüUhÉ MüUMåü 
6 sÉÉZÉ MüUÉåÄQû ÃmÉrÉå eÉÑOûÉlÉÉ cÉÉWûiÉÏ Wæû| CxÉ TühQû MüÉå eÉÑOûÉlÉå 
qÉåÇ xÉÄQûMüÉåÇ MüÉ sÉaÉpÉaÉ 27 mÉëÌiÉvÉiÉ AÉæU UåsÉuÉå MüÉ 26 mÉëÌiÉvÉiÉ 
ÌWûxxÉÉ WûÉåaÉÉ| ÌoÉeÉsÉÏ £Éå§É MüÉ ÌWûxxÉÉ 15 mÉëÌiÉvÉiÉ MüÉ WûÉåaÉÉ 
AÉæU vÉåwÉ xÉÉuÉïeÉÌlÉMü £Éå§É MüÐ CMüÉDrÉÉåÇ xÉå AÉLaÉÉ| ClÉ MüÐqÉiÉÏ 
xÉqmÉÍ¨ÉrÉÉåÇ MüÉå 25 xÉÉsÉ Måü ÍsÉL LMüqÉÑviÉ pÉÑaÉiÉÉlÉ mÉU ÌlÉeÉÏ 
£Éå§É MüÉå xÉÉæÇmÉ ÌSrÉÉ eÉÉLaÉÉ| WûÉsÉÉÇÌMü xÉUMüÉU MüÉ SÉuÉÉ Wæû ÌMü 
uÉWû MåüuÉsÉ xÉÇxÉÉkÉlÉ eÉÑOûÉlÉå Måü ÍsÉL AmÉlÉÏ xÉqmÉÍ¨É MüÉå mÉOèOåû 
mÉU Så UWûÏ Wæû, sÉåÌMülÉ ÌMüxÉÏ Måü pÉÏ qÉlÉ qÉåÇ ÌMüxÉÏ pÉÏ iÉUWû 
iÉUWû MüÉ MüÉåD xÉÇSåWû lÉWûÏÇ UWû eÉÉlÉÉ cÉÉÌWûL ÌMü rÉWû ÌlÉeÉÏMüUhÉ 
AÉæU ÌlÉeÉÏ sÉÉpÉ Måü ÍsÉL xÉÉuÉïeÉÌlÉMü xÉqmÉÍ¨É MüÉå xÉÉæÇmÉlÉå MüÉ 
LMü xmÉ¹ qÉÉqÉsÉÉ Wæû| rÉWû ÌlÉhÉïrÉ AÉoÉÉSÏ Måü LMü oÉÄQåû ÌWûxxÉå 
Måü ÍsÉL xÉåuÉÉAÉåÇ MüÉå qÉWûÇaÉÉ AÉæU AuÉWûlÉÏrÉ oÉlÉÉ SåaÉÉ| 

SÒÌlÉrÉÉ pÉU qÉåÇ rÉWû xÉÉÌoÉiÉ WûÉå cÉÑMüÉ Wæû ÌMü bÉÉåÄQûÉåÇ AÉæU 
aÉÉæËUrÉÉåÇ MüÉ AÉÍjÉïMü ÍxÉ®ÉÇiÉ ÌuÉTüsÉ WûÉå aÉrÉÉ Wæû| CxÉ lÉÏÌiÉ 
MüÉ qÉÉlÉlÉÉ Wæû ÌMü rÉÌS bÉÉåÄQûÉåÇ MüÉå eÉÃUiÉ xÉå pÉÏ erÉÉSÉ eÉD 
ÎZÉsÉÉD eÉÉrÉå, iÉÉå uÉå aÉÉæUårÉÉåÇ Måü ÍsÉL xÉÄQûMü mÉU MÑüNû ÌoÉNûÉ 
SåÇaÉå| CxÉMüÉ qÉiÉsÉoÉ rÉWû Wæû ÌMü AaÉU AÉmÉ AqÉÏUÉåÇ AÉæU 
MüÊUmÉÉåUåOû xÉåYOûU MüÉå OæûYxÉ ËUrÉÉrÉiÉåÇ AÉæU AlrÉ mÉëÉåixÉÉWûlÉ SåiÉå 

WæûÇ, iÉÉå CxÉMåü sÉÉpÉ ËUxÉMüU lÉÏcÉå iÉMü mÉWÒûÇcÉåÇaÉå| erÉÉSÉiÉU sÉÉåaÉ 
AoÉ CxÉ oÉÉiÉ MüÉå xÉqÉfÉ cÉÑMåü WæûÇ ÌMü ClÉ AÉÍjÉïMü lÉÏÌiÉrÉÉåÇ 
Måü mÉËUhÉÉqÉxuÉÃmÉ ËUxÉMüU MüÉåD sÉÉpÉ lÉÏcÉå iÉMü lÉWûÏÇ mÉWÑÇcÉÉ| 
uÉå MåüuÉsÉ UÉ·íÏrÉ AÉrÉ MüÉ ÌlÉUliÉU oÉÄRûiÉÉ WÒûAÉ LMü ÌWûxxÉÉ 
AqÉÏUÉåÇ AÉæU xÉÑmÉU AqÉÏUÉåÇ MüÐ eÉåoÉ qÉåÇ QûÉsÉlÉå qÉåÇ xÉTüsÉ UWåû 
WæûÇ| pÉÉUiÉ Måü AlÉÑpÉuÉ pÉÏ MÑüNû AsÉaÉ lÉWûÏÇ Wæû| iÉÏxÉ xÉÉsÉ Måü 
lÉuÉ-ESÉUuÉÉS lÉå pÉÉUiÉ MüÉå SÒÌlÉrÉÉ MüÉ SÕxÉUÉ xÉoÉxÉå AxÉqÉÉlÉ 
xÉqÉÉeÉ oÉlÉÉ ÌSrÉÉ Wæû| ClÉ lÉÏÌiÉrÉÉåÇ lÉå MÑüNû WûÏ WûÉjÉÉåÇ qÉåÇ kÉlÉ Måü 
oÉÄQåû mÉæqÉÉlÉå mÉU xÉÇMåüÇSìhÉ qÉåÇ qÉSS MüÐ Wæû eÉoÉÌMü xÉÉjÉ WûÏ qÉåÇ 
qÉÉlÉuÉ ÌuÉMüÉxÉ qÉåÇ LMü vÉqÉïlÉÉMü ÌaÉUÉuÉOû SeÉï WÒûD Wæû|

OíåûQû rÉÔÌlÉrÉlÉ AÉlSÉåsÉlÉ lÉ MåüuÉsÉ qÉeÉSÕU uÉaÉï oÉÎsMü 
pÉÉUiÉÏrÉ AÉoÉÉSÏ Måü xÉpÉÏ vÉÉåÌwÉiÉ uÉaÉÉåïÇ MüÉ mÉëÌiÉÌlÉÍkÉiuÉ MüUiÉÉ 
Wæû| ÌmÉNûsÉå MüD uÉwÉÉåïÇ xÉå CxÉlÉå ÌMüxÉÉlÉÉåÇ, AxÉÇaÉÌPûiÉ ´ÉÍqÉMüÉåÇ 
AÉæU AlrÉ MüqÉeÉÉåU uÉaÉÉåïÇ xÉå xÉqoÉÎlkÉiÉ qÉÉÇaÉÉåÇ MüÉå mÉåvÉ ÌMürÉÉ 
Wæû| CxÉ oÉÄQûÏ sÉÉqÉoÉlSÏ AÉæU mÉëÌiÉUÉåkÉ MüÉ WûÏ lÉiÉÏeÉÉ Wæû ÌMü 
xÉUMüÉU lÉuÉ-ESÉUuÉÉSÏ LeÉåhQåû MüÉå sÉÉaÉÔ MüUlÉå Måü ÍsÉLå AmÉlÉÏ 
mÉxÉlS MüÐ aÉÌiÉ xÉå AÉaÉå lÉWûÏÇ oÉÄRû mÉÉ UWûÏ Wæû| mÉëÌiÉUÉåkÉ MüÉå 
oÉlÉÉL UZÉlÉå Måü ÍsÉL 11 lÉuÉqoÉU 2021 MüÉå ÌSssÉÏ qÉåÇ AÉrÉÉåÎeÉiÉ 
LMü xÉqqÉåsÉlÉ qÉåÇ oÉÏLqÉLxÉ MüÉå NûÉåÄQûMüU xÉpÉÏ MåülSìÏrÉ OåûªQû 
rÉÔÌlÉrÉlÉÉåÇ lÉå oÉeÉOû xÉ§É Måü SÉæUÉlÉ SÉå ÌSuÉxÉÏrÉ AÉqÉ WûÄQûiÉÉsÉ 
AÉrÉÉåÎeÉiÉ MüUlÉå MüÉ ÌlÉhÉïrÉ ÍsÉrÉÉ Wæû| CxÉxÉå mÉWûsÉå urÉÉmÉMü 
xÉqpÉuÉ xÉqÉjÉïlÉ eÉÑOûÉlÉå Måü ÍsÉL ÌuÉÍpÉ³É MüÉrÉï¢üqÉÉåÇ MüÐ rÉÉåeÉlÉÉ 
oÉlÉÉD aÉD Wæû| LsÉAÉDxÉÏ AÉæU mÉÏLxÉeÉÏAÉD Måü MüqÉïcÉÉËUrÉÉåÇ 
MüÉå ClÉ MüÉrÉï¢üqÉÉåÇ qÉåÇ mÉÔUÏ iÉÉMüiÉ xÉå vÉÉÍqÉsÉ WûÉålÉÉ cÉÉÌWûL|

rÉWû rÉÉS UZÉlÉÉ cÉÉÌWûL ÌMü UÉeÉlÉÏÌiÉ AÉæU AjÉïvÉÉx§É MüÉå 
AsÉaÉ lÉWûÏÇ ÌMürÉÉ eÉÉ xÉMüiÉÉ Wæû| MÑüNû UÉeÉlÉÏÌiÉMü E¬åvrÉÉåÇ 
MüÉå mÉëÉmiÉ MüUlÉå Måü ÍsÉL AÉÍjÉïMü lÉÏÌiÉrÉÉÇ iÉærÉÉU MüÐ eÉÉiÉÏ WæûÇ 
AÉæU MÑüNû AÉÍjÉïMü E¬åvrÉÉåÇ MüÉå mÉëÉmiÉ MüUlÉå Måü ÍsÉL UÉeÉlÉÏÌiÉ 
iÉærÉÉU MüÐ eÉÉiÉÏ Wæû| rÉWû WûqÉlÉå mÉÏLxÉeÉÏAÉD MüqÉïcÉÉËUrÉÉåÇ Måü 
ÍsÉL uÉåiÉlÉ xÉÇvÉÉåkÉlÉ xÉå ClMüÉU MüUlÉå xÉå AlÉÑpÉuÉ ÌMürÉÉ Wæû 
eÉÉå LMü AaÉxiÉ 2017 MüÉå SårÉ WûÉå aÉrÉÉ jÉÉ| AiÉÈ AÉÍjÉïMü 
lÉÏÌiÉrÉÉåÇ Måü ÌuÉÃ® xÉÇbÉwÉï LMü UÉeÉlÉÏÌiÉMü xÉÇbÉwÉï pÉÏ Wæû| 
qÉeÉSÕU uÉaÉï MüÉ MüÉåD pÉÏ xÉÇbÉwÉï AUÉeÉlÉÏÌiÉMü lÉWûÏÇ WûÉå xÉMüiÉÉ| 
UÉeÉlÉÏÌiÉMü mÉËUuÉiÉïlÉ sÉÉL ÌoÉlÉÉ AÉÍjÉïMü lÉÏÌiÉrÉÉåÇ MüÉå mÉUÉxiÉ 
lÉWûÏÇ ÌMürÉÉ eÉÉ xÉMüiÉÉ Wæû| rÉWû xmÉ¹ ÃmÉ xÉå xÉqÉfÉ sÉålÉÉ 
cÉÉÌWûL| OíåQû rÉÔÌlÉrÉlÉÉåÇ Måü xÉÇrÉÑ£ü qÉÇcÉ ²ÉUÉ EPûÉL aÉL qÉÑ¬å lÉ 
MåüuÉsÉ qÉeÉSÕU oÉÎsMü pÉÉUiÉÏrÉ xÉqÉÉeÉ Måü xÉqmÉÔhÉï sÉÉåMüiÉÉÇÌ§ÉMü 
AÉæU mÉëaÉÌiÉvÉÏsÉ uÉaÉÉåïÇ Måü ÍsÉL mÉëÉxÉÇÌaÉMü WæûÇ| oÉÏqÉÉ MüqÉïcÉÉUÏ 
LsÉAÉDxÉÏ AÉæU mÉÏLxÉeÉÏAÉD MüqmÉÌlÉrÉÉåÇ Måü ÌlÉeÉÏMüUhÉ MüÉå 
AsÉaÉ-AsÉaÉ lÉWûÏÇ sÉÄQû xÉMüiÉå| lÉuÉESÉUuÉÉS MüÐ mÉÔUÏ lÉÏÌiÉ 
Måü ÎZÉsÉÉTü sÉÄQûlÉå Måü ÍsÉL ElWåûÇ qÉeÉSÕU uÉaÉï Måü AlrÉ uÉaÉÉåïÇ 
xÉå eÉÑÄQûlÉÉ WûÉåaÉÉ| urÉÉmÉMü xÉÇbÉwÉÉåï Måü xÉÉjÉ AmÉlÉå xÉÇbÉwÉï MüÉå 
eÉÉåÄQûMüU mÉÏLxÉeÉÏAÉD MüqÉïcÉÉËUrÉÉåÇ MüÉå AmÉlÉå uÉåiÉlÉ xÉÇvÉÉåkÉlÉ 
AÉæU AlrÉÉrÉ MüÉå EeÉÉaÉU MüUlÉå mÉU krÉÉlÉ SålÉÉ WûÉåaÉÉ|

qÉeÉSÕU uÉaÉï MüÐ LMüiÉÉ  AÉæU ÌMüxÉÉlÉÉåÇ Måü xÉÇbÉwÉï Måü xÉÉjÉ  
ExÉMüÉ eÉÑÄQûÉuÉ LMü qÉeÉoÉÔiÉ mÉëÌiÉUÉåkÉ vÉÌ£ü Måü ÃmÉ qÉåÇ ÌuÉMüÍxÉiÉ 
WûÉå xÉMüiÉÉ Wæû| AÉCrÉå, oÉÏqÉÉ MüqÉïcÉÉUÏ CxÉ vÉÉlÉSÉU mÉëÌiÉUÉåkÉ MüÉ 
aÉÉæUuÉmÉÔhÉï ÌWûxxÉÉ oÉlÉåÇ| WûqÉ oÉÏqÉÉ MüqÉïcÉÉUÏ sÉÉåaÉÉåÇ MüÉå ÍvÉÌ¤ÉiÉ 
MüUlÉå, ElÉMüÉ xÉqÉjÉïlÉ eÉÑOûÉlÉå AÉæU SÉå ÌSuÉxÉÏrÉ WûÄQûiÉÉsÉ MüÉå 
xÉTüsÉ oÉlÉÉlÉå Måü ÍsÉL xÉWûÏ iÉUÏMåü xÉå iÉærÉÉUÏ vÉÑÃ MüUåÇ iÉÉÌMü 
xÉUMüÉU MüÉå ExÉ oÉoÉÉïS UÉxiÉå mÉU eÉÉlÉå xÉå UÉåMülÉå AÉæU ExÉ mÉU 
mÉÑlÉïÌuÉcÉÉU MüUlÉå Måü ÍsÉL qÉeÉoÉÔU ÌMürÉÉ eÉÉ xÉMåü|
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Joint Platform of  Trade  Unions decides on                                                                                        
General Strike during Budget Session of  Parliament
The National Convention of Workers was held 

on 11th November 2021 at Jantar Mantar, New 
Delhi at the initiative of Joint Platform of Central 
Trade Unions and Independent sectoral All India 
Federations and Associations. It was presided over 
by Sanjay Singh-INTUC, Sukumar Damle-AITUC, Raja 
Sreedhar-HMS, Hemlata-CITU, Ramesh Parashar-
AIUTUC, Shiv Shankar-TUCC, Farida Jalis-SEWA, 
Shailendra K Sharma-AICCTU, R.K. Maurya-LPF, 
Nazim Hussain-UTUC.Coms Anil Bhatnagar, Vic-
President, AIIEA, Com Naveen Chand.Jt.Secretary, 
AIIEA and Com Bhanu Pratap represented AIIEA in 

the convention.
The convention began with paying homage to 

V. Subbaraman, President, LPF who passed away 
three days ago and many tall leaders of the Central 
Trade Unions, Federations/Associations, prominent 
persons in public life, during this Covid-19 period, 
the farmers who died during the ongoing historic 
Kisan agitation for last one year, including in the 
recent Lakhimpur Kheri episode, and those who died 
because of hate crime etc.

The Convention deliberated upon the desperate 
pursuit of anti-worker, anti-farmer, anti–people, pro-
corporate and anti-national destructive policies by 
the Govt. of India which has brought the lives and 
livelihood of the entire people and the country’s 
economy to the brink of disaster. The Struggle now 

is not only to save the rights and lives/livelihood of 
people but also save the country’s economy and the 
entire democratic system and the society as a whole 
from disaster and destruction being engineered by 
the authoritarian  forces in governance with the 
active support of private corporate, both domestic 
and foreign.

The speakers, who were the leaders of the 
Central trade Unions, dwelt on how the Central 
Government used the Covid pandemic period 

to push through the Labour Codes and the Farm 

Laws, followed by reckless privatisation drive that 
included outright sale of profit-making Public Sector 
Enterprises or leasing them out for a song, unmindful 
of the consequences this will have on common 
people – runaway price rise and lack of employment 
opportunities for the backward classes and youth 
in general. The decision to go ahead with LIC IPO 
despite strong reservations was also condemned. 
The speakers included Ashok Singh-INTUC, Amarjeet 
Kaur-AITUC, Harbhajan Singh Sidhu-HMS, Tapan Sen-
CITU, Satyavan-AIUTUC, G. Devrajan-TUCC, Sonia 
George-SEWA, Rajiv Dimri-AICCTU, J.P. Singh-LPF, 
Shatrujeet-UTUC.

The convention was also attended by the 
delegation of Samyukt Kisan Morcha in solidarity 
with the working class.  
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With elections to many BJP ruled states round 
the corner, the Central Government is making all 
efforts to list their “achievements”, but they cannot 
wish away the ground reality, that is India slipping 
to 101st position in the Global Hunger Index that has 
listed 106 countries that have Hunger as one of the 
major social ills.

The reign of terror and hate that has been let 
loose by the gangs masquerading under various 
garbs, with the government conveniently looking 
away, is something never experienced before, that 
is tearing our diverse social fabric apart, which will 
throw back our progress by years.

The Convention reiterated the demands that 
have been made repeatedly such as : Scrapping the 
Labour Codes; Repeal of Farm Laws and Electricity 
(Amendment) Bill, No to Privatisation in any form 
and scrap the NMP; No to LIC IPO and privatization 
of PSGI companies, Food and Income Support 
of Rs 7500 per month to non-income tax paying 
households; Increased allocation for MNREGA 
and extension of Employment guarantee Scheme 

to urban areas; Universal social security for all 
informal sector workers; Statutory Minimum wage 
and social security for Anganwadi, ASHA, Mid-day-
meal and other Scheme workers; Proper protection 
and insurance facilities for frontline workers serving 
the people in the midst of pandemic; Increase in 
public investment in agriculture, education, health 
and other crucial public utilities by taxing the rich 
through wealth tax etc in order to revive and revamp 
the national economy; Reduction in Central Excise 
duty on petroleum product and concrete remedial 
measure to arrest price rise, regularization of 
contract workers, equal pay for equal work, scrap 
NPS and restore old pension scheme etc.

The Convention called upon the Workers to take 
the message of down to the masses through intense 
activity in the states and districts, factory gates, 
town mandis and so on and prepare the working 
people and people in general to make the two days 
countrywide General Strike a massive success to 
further heighten the ongoing united struggle to 
“SAVE THE PEOPLE AND SAVE THE NATION”.

AIIEA WELCOMES DECISION TO REPEAL FARM LAWS
The All India Insurance Employees’ Association 

welcomes the announcement of repeal of the three 
contentious farm laws by the Prime Minister in his 
address to the nation on 19th November 2021.  The 
Prime Minister said that the process of repeal of 
these laws will be undertaken in the Winter Session 
of Parliament set to begin on 29th November.

The farmers organized under the banner of 
Samyukta Kisan Morcha had been protesting against 
these three farm laws.  These laws were seen by 
them as steps towards corporatization of agriculture.  
There were genuine fears that such a measure 
would not only place the farmers at the mercy of big 
corporations but would also deprive them of their 
livelihood. The farmers were also aggrieved that 
these laws were framed without any consultation 
with the farming community and pushed through 
the parliament without any discussion.

The country has witnessed large scale protests 
against these laws for the last one year.  Such a long 
drawn protest involving a very large section of the 
people raised questions over democracy as people’s 
involvement in governance.  In the last one year 
hundreds of lives were lost and economy impacted 
badly.  Had the government shown some flexibility, 

the issue could have been resolved much earlier 
avoiding the loss of precious lives.

The struggle of the farmers was not just about 
the three farm laws.  The protests raised certain 
important issues relating to the life and living of 
the farmers and the national economy as well.  The 
protests are also about asking the government to 
take steps to make agriculture remunerative.  With 
more than 50% of the workforce in this country 
dependent on agriculture for a living, the country 
cannot progress without addressing their genuine 
grievances over remunerative prices for their 
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Coms H.I. Bhatt, Joint Secretary, AIIEA and B.S. 
Ravi, Treasurer AIIEA met Shri R.K.Dubey Executive 
Director (Personnel) at Central Office on 18th 

November, 2021 to discuss certain pending issues 
concerning the employees.  Ms. Pratibha Singh, 
Chief (P) was also present. The delegation raised the 
following issues:
1.Family Pension Enhancement: The delegation 
expressed deep disappointment over the inordinate 
and inexplicable delay in implementation of the 
Board decision on family pension increase and a few 
other improvements.  This is creating a situation of 
unease. We pointed out that the responsibility of 
securing approval and implementation lies with LIC 
and therefore there is a need for serious intervention 
by the top management.  The ED (P) informed that 
all queries raised by government were promptly 
replied and a draft notification has also been sent.  
He assured that regular follow up is being done 
with the ministry and expressed confidence that the 
notification will be issued soon. 
2.Restoration of increment postponed due to 
participation in strike on 26.11.2020 and 18.3.2021: 
The delegation expressed unhappiness over the 
inordinate delay in issuing the orders restoring the 
increment postponed due to participation in strike 
on the above mentioned dates.  ED (P) assured that 
the matter would be resolved soon.
3.Income tax Relief u/s89:  The delegation brought 
to the notice of ED(P) that even after repeated 
requests, CO is yet to release suitable software 
programme/patch in giving relief of income tax u/s 
89 due to which the employees are subjected to 
huge recoveries each month from their salaries.  The 
delegation also brought to the notice of officials that 
once the excess recovery of income tax is remitted 
to the government, claiming refund would be a 
time consuming process which is avoidable.  The 
management assured that the matter had been 
taken up with all seriousness and very soon it would 
be resolved.  ED (P) informed that due to some 
software issues the matter was getting delayed and 

AIIEA Delegation meets  Executive  Director (P) 
the officials are in constant touch with ED(OS) and 
IT Department.  
4.Fixation of Basic Pay on promotion:  The 
delegation reminded the issue raised earlier by AIIEA 
about allowing fixation of basic pay on promotion 
even from Stagnation – to – Stagnation stage. 
ED(P) informed that this aspect was brought to the 
knowledge of higher officials and would be further 
pursued.
5.Recruitment: The delegation pointed out that the 
recruitment to the cadre of Assistants was almost 
completed. The LIC had notified for 8000 vacancies.  
All the vacancies could not be filled up for want of 
candidates.  Substantial numbers of recruits have 
also resigned.  Therefore, there is a need to fill the 
remaining vacancies by moving the existing panels 
where available. ED(P) replied that the issue would 
be positively looked into. The AIIEA also suggested 
that LIC should seriously consider fresh recruitment 
to fill the declared vacancies after exhausting the 
existing panels.
6.Removal of ACLs:  The delegation took serious 
objection to the circular issued by CO on 17.11.21 
where ACLs were surreptitiously withdrawn. The 
delegation informed that the interpretation of 
every Saturday which was declared as holiday by 
the government cannot be construed as a holiday 
under NI Act.  The interpretation was erroneous and 
hence needs rectification by way of withdrawal of 
the circular. Employees are aware that AIIEA already 
raised this issue with LIC and a circular no.30/2021 
was issued in this regard. 
Apart from the above, many other issues were also 
discussed in a detailed manner – viz; Automatic 
entry to Mediclaim scheme of dependents once 
income criterion is fulfilled; one more option to 
join the Mediclaim scheme; enhancement of 
Festival advance substantially; coverage of Group 
Insurance to VRS optees also; extending the benefit 
of  reimbursement of expenses for purchase of 
mobile phone instrument and furniture to class-III 
and IV employees; LTC encashment facility to be 

produce and enhancement of their life standards.  
The AIIEA hopes that the government will take 
initiative to hold discussions for a peaceful resolution 
of all the issues raised by the farmers struggle.

The AIIEA congratulates the Samyukt Kisan 

Morcha and all the farmers for the success of their 
agitation.  The leaders of the movement deserve 
praise for keeping the agitation peaceful and taking 
efforts to build a broader unity of farmers, workers 
and other progressive sections of the Indian society. 
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HOUSING LOAN ENHANCED

introduced; to extend income tax benefit u/s 80E 
for education loan; facility for partial repayment 
of Education Loan,  etc.  Some individual issues 
pertaining to zones were also discussed and would 
be intimated to the respective zones separately.  
DELEGATION MEETS THE CHAIRPERSON

Earlier to this meeting, the delegation met Shri 

M.R.Kumar, Chairperson briefly.  The delegation 
expressed appreciation over improvements brought 
out in the Housing Loan Scheme.  The delegation 
requested the Chairperson to take up the issue of 

family pension with the ministry.  
The AIIEA  will continue to follow up the issues till 
their satisfactory resolution.

“This has reference to the Circular issued by LIC 
marked CO/Per/ER-A/282/2021 dated 17.11.2021, 
wherein it has been mentioned that Saturday shall 
be treated as holiday declared under NI Act for the 

The Central Office of LIC issued a circular on 17th November 2021 withdrawing the provision of ACL on 
the grounds that the Government has declared all Saturdays as holidays under Negotiable Instrument 
Act consequent to the introduction of 5 day week.  AIIEA has challenged this wrongful interpretation and 
has demanded revocation of these instructions.  The letter of AIIEA addressed to Chairperson, LIC on 18th 

November is reproduced for information of our readers.

ADDITIONAL CASUAL LEAVE WITHDRAWN

AIIEA LODGES PROTESTS

The AIIEA had been pursuing for substantial 
increased in the cadre loan under Housing Scheme.  
The AIIEA argued that considering the cost escalation, 
it is necessary to increase the housing loan.  We had 
also been arguing that the interest charged by LICHFL 
on Employees’ Housing Scheme is higher than that 
charged for the public.  We had suggested that 
discussions should be held to bring the HFL rate of 
interest aligning with the market rate.

We are happy that LIC Board which met on 
29.10.2021 has decided to rename cadre loan as 
Basic Loan and raise it to a uniform level for all 
cadres at Rs.50 lakhs.  This Basic Loan will attract 
an interest rate of 5%.  The employees have been 

Cadre Basic Loan @ 5% p.a Ext Loan @ 7.5% p.a Total Loan

Class IV Sweeper/Peon/Driver 50 Lakh ---- 50 Lakh
Class III Record Clerk 50 Lakh 15 lakh 65 Lakh

Asst /Steno /HGA 50 Lakh 30 lakh 80 Lakh
Class II Development Officer 50 Lakh 35 lakh 85 lakh
Class I AAO/AO 50 Lakh 55 LAKH 105 LAKH

ADM 50 Lakh 65 LAKH 115 Lakh
DM/SDM 50 Lakh 100 LAKH 150 LAKH
ZM (O) ZM (S) 50 Lakh 105 Lakh 155 lakh

given the option to take extended loan at 7.5%, the 
quantum of which would depend upon the cadre.  
This is a substantial improvement.  The Central Office 
has issued instructions on 16th November 2021 to 

this effect.  The scheme will come into effect from 
1.12.2021 and the entire outstanding loan as on 
30.11.2021 is entitled for this benefit.  The maximum 
repayment term of the Loan is 25 years or 70 years 
whichever is earlier.  The interest subsidy will be 
available for full repayment period.  This would bring 
significant gains to the employees whose repayment 
period extends beyond retirement.  The provision 
for 2nd and 3rd loans have been retained with some 
conditionalities.

purpose of calculating Additional Casual Leaves. 
Apart from being unilateral, this circular takes away 
a hard earned benefit of the employees through a 
wrongful interpretation of the leave rules.

continued on  page 15
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ONWARD to the 8TH GENERAL

CONFERENCE of AIIPA

When hundreds of delegates step into the 8th 

General Conference of All India Insurance 
Pensioners’ Association, the multitude of pensioners 
and retirees of LIC of India and the Public Sector 
General insurance Companies, who toiled for the 
sustenance and phenomenal  growth of these 
nationalized institutions, wish to find solutions 
for the long pending issues of the aforesaid senior 
citizens.

 The  AIIPA, with its members retired from LIC 
and PSGIC, who gave their sweat and blood, serving 
the insurance sector for decades as Class I and II 
Officers and Class III and IV employees, has been 
spearheading struggles for achievement of pressing 
demands of the pensioners and retirees.  The 
relentless efforts of the organization with the backing 
of its members as well as well-wishers helped to 
secure a number of benefits from the managements 
and the government of India.

The AIIPA could fetch benefits and solutions to 
the problems confronting the elders in the insurance 
sector with the valuable guidance of the All India 
Insurance Employees’ Association (AIIEA) and 
likeminded organizations.  The help and assistance 
given to AIIPA by progressive forces, trade unions, 
respected representatives of people in and outside 
of legislative bodies and the like is to be gratefully 
remembered.

As late N.M.Sundaram, the architect of Pension 
in Insurance, banking and public sector financial 
institutions rightly said:-

“At this hour of triumph, we pay our tributes 
to all those who participated in the struggle and 
appeal to the small section of others to join in future 
struggle at least for the common good.  We also 
express our gratitude to the Joint Action Committee 
(JAC) for the solidarity expressed.  We look forward 
to many more fruitful joint endeavors and struggles 
in the coming days.”

The last sentence in the above mentioned quote 
is more relevant now as the hard earned rights of 

pensioners are attempted to be snatched through 
overt and covert attempts of the ruling classes all over 
the world.  The capitalists are unable to digest even 
meagre financial demands of the older generation.  
The inhuman attitude and utter disregards to the 
old men and women are reflected in the delay in 
favorably considering and implementing the AIIPA’S 
demands such as enhancement of minimum family 
pension to 30% of Basic Pay, revision of pension 
with periodical increase thereon and grant of Cash 
Medical Allowance to all retirees etc.  The pathetic 
conditions due to financial constraints experienced 
by the pensioners, especially those who retired  
earlier years and those who get paltry family pension 
are to be addressed by the powers that be, sooner 
than later, lest the hapless retirees and their spouses 
may leave for the nether world, after experiencing all 
the sufferings in  the fag end of their life in this  world.

With the advent of the Covid-19 pandemic 
the older generation is traversing a path of untold 
miseries.  They are finding it extremely difficult to 
buy essential medicines and undergo inevitable 
treatment for the existing ailments and new ones.  
True, there is Group Mediclaim Scheme secured by 
the organization for retirees also, but the treatments 
which do not require hospitalization are not covered. 
Expenses for such domiciliary treatments are now-
a-days prohibitive.  Under the circumstances the 
need for Monthly Cash Medical Allowance need not 
be overemphasized.  There remains no door to be 
knocked by AIIPA to achieve the above legitimate 
demands. Whenever leaders meet and discuss 
the matters with those in the helm of affairs, they 
respond in goody goody words, but the outcome is 
absolutely nil !

There are so many other issues and demands 
such as 1) 100% neutralization in DA/DR for a section 
of retirees, 2) favorable calculation of pension 
fixation 3) one more chance for option to join the 
Group Mediclaim scheme 4) provide Statutory 
Pension to those who are compulsorily included 

Sukumaran Punnassery

The AIIPA is meeting at Bengalure at the end of January, 

2022, To  deliberate and decide upon the future course of 

the organization and its activities.

ERRATA:The foundation conference of AIIPA was held at Nagpur. In the last issue, 
it is erroneously mentioned as Bangalore. Error is regretted
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in National Pension System (NPS) with effect from 
1.04.2004 and 5) improvements in GMS etc.

The antagonists are not prepared to accept 
pension as a social security and welfare measure.  
Here it is to be mentioned that the LDF government 
in Kerala, spending crores of rupees monthly despite 
financial crunch in the state’s economy, paying 
social welfare pensions to various needy sections 
of people.(Rs.753.61 cr to 49.31 lakh persons in 
October 2021 alone)  There are also schemes to 
help and protect the invalid, immobile, disabled 
or destitute persons.  It is estimated that there are 
more than 70 lakhs   elderly persons in Kerala.  There 
is a Senior Citizen Welfare Committee of Legislative 
Assembly of the State.   The Kerala Government has 
instituted “Vayomitram” (Friend of old aged) under 
which free services like Mobile Clinics, Medical 
aid, Medicines, Counselling, Palliative home Care, 
Ambulances etc are provided to those crossed aged 
65.  Old age pension is paid monthly to lakhs of 
deserving people.  The government itself and with 
the help  of voluntary organizations, run “Vriddha 
Sadanam” (Old Age Homes) Relief Centres, Multi 
Service Centres for old persons,  Medical Care 
units, Day Care Centers for Alzheimer’s disease/
Dementia Patients, physio-therapy clinics, awareness 
programs for aged persons, school/College students  
on geriatric care etc.  The voluntary organizations 
such as Senior Citizens Friends Welfare Association 
(SCFWA) guide and help the aged to get the benefits 
of the govt schemes and/projects.  Many comrades 
belonging to the Divisional Unit of AIIPA and leaders 
are associated with it.

The AIIPA is meeting at Bengalure at the end 
of January, 2022, (though there are restrictions 
and protocol of Covid 19) to  deliberate and decide 
upon the future course of the organization and its 
activities.

Above all, the Modi Government is bent 
upon clearing Initial Public Offer (IPO) of LIC.  The 
government with the help and ill advices of the 
corporate world brandish their sword against 
the entire public sector through the National 
Monetization Pipe Line (NMP) to sell assets of the 
nation.  So, come what may, the insurance pensioners 
under the banner of AIIPA have the bounden duty 
to stand by the people of India thwarting the anti-
workers, anti-people policies of the government 
and to protect the interest of farmers, labourers etc 
and the nation with millions of old citizens and the 
wealth of the country, without foregoing the rights 
and privileges of the pensioners.

 (Writer is President, LICPA, Kozhikode Division) Cartoon courtesy: Sajit Kumar, Deccan Herald

When our honourable Prime Minister talks 
about the duties, he must also be aware of 

the duties of a government in a Welfare State. He 
must gracefully accept scorching denunciations and 
responsibilities for his government’s abysmal failure 
in curbing hunger, poverty, unemployment, and 
inequality. For a government, the most important 
responsibility is to ensure that nobody dies out of 
hunger and malnutrition.

The problem of hunger is complex, and different 
terms are used to describe its various forms. Hunger 
is eating into India. Politicians talk about hunger for 
electoral dividends but rarely plan to eradicate it. 
While dreaming to become a superpower, India has 
failed to provide its people with that most basic of 
rights: freedom from hunger. What is reprehensible 
is that hunger is pervasive, people are starving when 
India’s godowns are overflowing. 

This is corroborated by reports of successive 
Global Hunger Indexes (GHI) prepared by Concern 
Worldwide, an Irish aid agency, and Welt Hunger 
Hilfe, a German organisation. India has slipped seven 
places to rank 101 In 2021 report that was released 
October 14, 2021. India had ranked at 94 among 107 
countries on the 2020 Index. 

GHI scores are calculated each year to assess 
progress and setbacks in combating hunger. The GHI 
is designed to raise awareness and understanding 
of the struggle against hunger, provide a way to 
compare levels of hunger between countries and 
regions and call attention to those areas of the world 
where hunger levels are highest and where the need 
for additional efforts to eliminate hunger is greatest.

The GHI is a tool for comprehensively measuring 
and tracking hunger at global, regional, and national 
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The Paroxysms 
of HUNGER

Dr Santosh Kumar Mohapatra 

India has slipped seven places to rank 101 

In 2021. GHI scores are calculated each 

year to assess progress and setbacks in 

combating hunger. The GHI is designed 

to raise awareness and understanding 

of the struggle against hunger. Rather 

than rubbishing the Global Hunder Index 

Report, the government must give serious 

attention to study the shortcomings 

pointed out in the Report and take effective measures to overcome 

them.  This requires urgency as Right to Life is meaningless without 

right to adequate food and nourishment. 

dropped by two places in the Global Sustainable 
Development Report 2021, primarily because of 
major challenges like ending hunger and achieving 
food security. 

 According to the report, 15.3 per cent of the 
population of India is undernourished; 17.3 per 
cent of children under five are wasted; 34.7 per 
cent of children under five are stunted and 3.4 
per cent of children die before their fifth birthday. 
Though India showed improvement in indicators 
such as the under-5 mortality rate, the prevalence 
of stunting among children, and prevalence of 
undernourishment owing to inadequate food 
remained high. Globally, India ranked among the 
worst in ‘child wasting’ or ‘weight for height’. Its 
performance was worse than Djibouti and Somalia. 
The report said that wasting among children in India 
increased from 17.1per cent between 1998 and 2002 
to 17.3 per cent between 2016 and 2020. It further 
said food security is under assault on multiple fronts.

When any agency, organisation -how unscientific, 
irrational, illogical, injudicious in approach  - it may 
be – appreciates the present Indian government, the 
ruling party accepts it with alacrity, celebrates with 
thunderous applause, and leaves no stone unturned 
to derive political mileage. But when any agency, 
organisation -how scientific, rational, judicious it may 
be in its assessment, if it exposes failures of the ruling 

levels. It includes four indicators to reflect the 
multidimensional nature of hunger. Those four 
indicators are undernourishment (the share of the 

population with insufficient caloric intake), child 
wasting (the share of children under five years 
who have low weight for their height, reflecting 
acute undernutrition), child stunting (the share of 
children under five who have low height for their 
age, reflecting chronic undernutrition) and child 
mortality (the mortality rate of children under five, 
partly reflecting the fatal mix of inadequate nutrition 
and unhealthy environments).

The GHI scores on a 100-point GHI Severity 
Scale, where 0 is the best score (no hunger) and 100 
is the worst. In practice, neither of these extremes 
is reached. Each country’s GHI score is classified 
by severity, from low to extremely alarming. The 
severity of hunger associated with the range of 
possible GHI scores is as follows: low (9.9), moderate 
(10.0-19.9), serious (20.0-34.9), alarming (35.0-
49.9), extremely alarming  above 50. 

The 2021 GHI scores include data from 2016-
2020. For the 2021 report, data was assessed for 
135 countries. India is ranked behind its neighbours 
like Nepal (76), Bangladesh (76), Myanmar (71), and 
Pakistan (92) in eliminating hunger. At this rate, 47 
countries including India, will be unable to achieve 
a low level of hunger by 2030. In fact, India’s rank 
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class, the ruling suddenly snubs and rejects it without 
addressing the weakness revealed by agencies. 

After a dip in India’s ranking in the Global Hunger 
Index 2021, instead of accepting failure, India’s 
Women and Child Development Ministry described 
the report as shocking; dubbed methodology as 
‘unscientific, and ‘devoid of ground reality. It accused 
the publishing agencies of lack of diligence before 
releasing the report. The ‘undernourishment’ 
indicator was the one area, where India’s performance 
deteriorated relative to previous years. But ministry 
claims that the value of a key indicator used in 
the Global Hunger Index is ‘inflated’ as there are 
only 3.9 per cent Anganwadi children found to be 
undernourished. It further accused that publishing 
agencies have based their assessment on the 

results of a ‘four question’ opinion poll, which was 
conducted telephonically by Gallup. The Ministry 
also said instead of relying on a poll, the Index should 
have used measurement of weight and height to 
calculate the ‘undernourishment’ indicator. 

According to Miriam Wiemers, Advisor Global 
Hunger Index, Undernourishment is a measure of 
the proportion of the population with inadequate 
access to calories and is based on data regarding 
the food supply in the country. It is not a measure of 
weight and height,” “Stunting and wasting measure 
undernutrition of the child population, but that is 
different from the undernourishment indicator,”. so, 
the government’s argument that the index should 
have used weight and height falls flat on its face. India 
— has agreed upon the Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDG) and the GHI uses indicators that are 
part of the internationally recognised indicator set 

to measure progress toward the SDGs. 
 GHI is a report that is peer-reviewed by external 

experts. The GHI report includes the most up-to-date 
data available at the time of its editorial deadline in 
July and applies the same standards to all countries 
within the report to ensure comparability. The 
methodology has long been established and tested. 
The data used to come up with the Index this time 
was from 2016–2020. Like other countries data for 
India are collected from the same institutions. 

For India’s 2021 GHI score, data on the four 
component indicators came from the following 
sources: Undernourishment values are from the 
2021 edition of the FAO Food Security Indicators 
(published July 12, 2021, accessed July 12, 2021). 
FAO’s Gallup telephone-based opinion indicator 
– the Food Insecurity Experience Scale (FIES) – is 
not used in the GHI. The GHI uses the prevalence 
of the undernourishment indicator, which is 
assessed by FAO using Food Balance Sheet data 
from each country. It measures the proportion of 
the population with inadequate access to calories 
and is based on data regarding the food supply in 
the country. 

Child stunting and wasting data are from the 
2021 edition of UNICEF, WHO, and World Bank 
Joint Child Malnutrition Estimates (published April 
2021, accessed May 24, 2021), including data from 
India’s Comprehensive National Nutrition Survey 
2016–2018 (CNNS) National Report (published 
2019). Under-five mortality rates are taken from 
the 2020 edition of the UN IGME (Inter-Agency 
Group for Child Mortality Estimation) Child Mortality 
Estimates (published September 9, 2020, accessed 
May 24, 2021). Each of the indicator values is 
standardized and weighted. The standardized scores 
are aggregated to calculate the GHI score for each 
country. 

It is argued that the corona pandemic has 

aggravated the pangs of hunger and India’s ranking. 
But India’s ranking is on the decline since Narendra 
Modi rode to power. India had ranked at 55 in 2014 
before declining to 101 in 2021. India’s rank  has 
been revolving between 100 and 103 since 2017. 

Further, it is not only in hunger index, but in all 
other indexes like human development index ( 131 
out of 189 countries) , global happiness index 144 
out of 154 countries) , global peace index (135 out 
of 163 countries), corruption perception Index ( 86 
out of 180 countries). continued on page 40Cartoon courtesy: Satish Acharya 
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On March 19 2018 came the ground shaking 
news of how harvesting Facebook user data, 
Cabridge Analytica, a political data firm, mapped 
psychoraphic  profiles of more than 50 million users 
with the intention of influencing elections around 
the world. The scandal exposed how easily people’s 
data can be misused in unforeseen ways with the 
sole aim of manipulating and influencing them. 
Subsequently a bombshell was dropped with the 
disclosure by Pegasus project, how Governments 
of over 45 countries including India are spying on 
their own citizens using malware developed by this 
company. In 2019 for the first time in our country 
we heard of the spyware Pegasus, when some 
Whatsapp users, mainly politicians, journalists and 
activists received warning messages of their mobile 
handsets being compromised As per the available 
reports this powerful software has been used by the 
Governments to hack into citizen’s smart phones, 
track their communication and acquire incriminating 
information to form the basis for framing charges as 
dangerous as sedition.  Government’s reluctance on 
its part to shed any light on controversies involving 
possible violation of citizen’s right led the top court 
of our country to step in. Instituting an independent 
probe into the Pegasus affair a bench headed by 
Chief Justice of India said national security can never 
be a frequent pass for the Government to spy on its 
own citizens.  So what exactly it is and in what way 
it affects the ordinary citizens of our country. 

Instituting an independent probe into the Pegasus affair a bench headed 

by Chief Justice of India said national security can not be a frequent pass 

for the Government to spy on its own citizens. With the advancement and 

proliferation of newer technology it becomes imperative on our part 

to face this new upcoming challenge. It is the patriotic duty of “We the 

People of India” to fight and stop the state oppression using avenues 

within constitutional framework. That’s why the Supreme Court directive 

is hailed as being historic  considering the nonchalance shown by the 

Modi’s government towards an issue as serious in nature as public spying.

Ranjit Rout 

Pegasus is a spyware developed by NSO Group 
Company of  Israeli origin. It exploits vulnerability 
via WhatsApp and gain access to all the apps in 
the user’s device. The malware contains a code 
capable of spying whatever the user does on 
the phone- calls, Emails, messages as well as of 
location app data thus remotely collecting all the 
information and relaying back to user of this spy 
software. Unlike other surveillances tools it is used 
for targeted surveillance. It is extremely expensive 
software. NSO group has confirmed that it sells its 
software only Governments. A blanket denial by the 
Governments to the stark revelations of spying is 
quite contradictory because of the assertions made 
by the NSO group that it sells exclusively to the vetted 
Governments clients and intelligence agencies. 
Hence the rise of digital repression amounts to 
trampling upon the constitutional rights of the 
citizens and intrusion on their privacy.  This in turn 
is direct attack on the individual freedom, life and 
livelihood of people and not the least on the federal 
structure of the Indian Republic. 

 It is not hyperbolic statement, if someone says 
that, the most important technological revolutions 
in modern human history- the mobile phone- has 
become inseparable part of our culture. Among 
all the social media platforms Facebook has the 
distinction of highly popular and highest account 
holders not only in India but across the globe. Not 
in a distant past anyone would have ever imagined 

PEGASUS SPYWARE

Manipulating Social Media 

to Undermine Democracy
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in his wildest dreams that this small hand held 
communication device would pose a menace to 
one’s own security. Hence how Pegasus, poses a 
threat to all of us. 

In order to understand the modus operandi of 

this intrusive software we need to discuss about 
Facebook the most popular and widely used social 
media platform, besides WhatsApp and Instagram 
(belonging to same group). Through their intimate 
personal data by being constantly/thoroughly 
tracked and manipulated across the web, the 
Facebook users are unconscious of the price to 

“pay” for the services they are assured of to use as 
“free”. Over the years Facebook has suctioned up 
every specific details of its account holders, from 
the digital trails of “likes”, “share”, “forward” and all 
such actions on the part of the user. It has grown so 
gigantic that nobody can escape from it howsoever 
one may try. Facebook takes a huge toll on privacy 
of its user in unexpected way. Not only this app 
itself gobbles up information at its own disposal, It 
has crossover threads with other businesses, apps 
and other websites which snoop on its behalf. It 
does not matter whether you are Facebook user or 
you are in off line mode or even if you do not have 
Facebook account. People are lured to be trapped, 
submitting themselves to the spying monsters in the 
digital platforms, where data is easily weaponised 
to manipulate and influence the users. In today’s 
world, data is information and information is wealth. 
There is a collaborative nexus between the political 
forces and the capitalist world with this mega data 
firms possessing trillions of data. Utilizing this wealth 
of data as a political weapon for spying upon the 
people, the state tries to derive maximum political 
mileage.  This is not surveillance in the traditional 
sense, this is hacking. And, in our country, hacking 
into an electronic device is a criminal offence under 
section 43 of the Information Technology Act. So 
this act of spying is definitely an illegal act and the 

provision has no exception for the Governments. 
   Particularly since the ascendancy of right wing 

extremism in our country (and elsewhere too), there 
has been a growing tendency on the part of the 
ruling establishment of curbing citizens rights and 
freedom alike, slapping notorious anti terrorists 
laws of various types against people working in 
journalistic field, judiciary, social activists, often 
throwing them behind the bars for uncertain periods 
without any judicial trail, under the pretext of 
national security. Why particularly after 2014, with 
BJP able to gaining power, these “ordinary” people 
involved in public life of creating awareness, social 
upliftment of the marginalized section and educating 
people from state perspective, are labeled as threat 
to national security? It is difficult to understand on 
what basis ordinary citizens are deemed to pose 
such a risk to national security or public safety that 
it warranted snooping on their devices? How and 
why do people involved in various walks of life pose 
a security threat of such proportions that they are 
equated with terrorists?   

Over the years social media has proven to be 
a very powerful tool in spreading information, 
awareness and mobilizing campaign on a variety of 
issues. Social media activism is capable of making 
powerful social and cultural change, as has been seen 
in case of #Me too campaign, 99% vs 1% campaign 
and more recently in shaping and organizing our own 
Farmer’s struggle against the three notorious farm 
bills. Social media platforms have immense potential 
for uniting, consolidating and advancing different 
class struggles in far flung places simultaneously, 
thus shaping these struggles to mass movements. 
Governments are afraid of the consolidation of 
working class unity and mass struggle across 
the globe, where the use of mobile phones and 
campaign through medias like Facebook and others 
has helped to raise protests and strengthen struggles 
against the neoliberal policies pursued by the 
capitalist friendly governments. During last seven 
years of Modi Governments the spectre of crony 
capitalism has engulfed the Indian political landscape 
that has devastating effect on the national economy. 
Governments have come to realize the immense 
power of this medium to mobilize mass opinion and 
developing struggle against neoliberal economic and 
retrograde social policies. Out of fear and with an aim 
to ruthlessly crush the mass uprisings governments 
across the globe are using strong arm tactics through Cartoon courtesy: Sajit Kumar, Deccan Herald
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deployment of spywares like Peagasus to demoralize 
and contain such movements.  

Realising itself to be no more a mute spectator, 
the top court of our country made it clear that 
government should not utilize national security 
considerations as a free pass to curb/curtail the right 
to privacy as well as right to freedom as guaranteed 
by Article 19/21 of the constitution. We see that 
our country in being turned into a Police state. 
Our constitutional democracy is endangered with 
Pegasus deployed targeting leaders in opposition, 
election commission officers and journalists as was 
the case in the run-up to the 2019 elections. It is 
time for us to be aware of this institionalised digital 
aggression. It is perfectly alright for the Governments 
to surveil, monitor and decrypt communications to 
track terrorists or prevent crime. But in a democracy 
when right to privacy is fundamental in nature, 
snooping on its own citizens is not only anti-
democratic but destroys individual dignity.

With the advancement and proliferation of 
newer technology it becomes imperative on our 
part to face this new upcoming challenge. It is the 
patriotic duty of “We the People of India” to fight 
and stop the state oppression using avenues within 
constitutional framework. That’s why the Supreme 
Court directive is hailed as being historic  considering 
the nonchalance shown by the Modi’s government 
towards an issue as serious in nature as public 
spying. We have to force the Governments not to 
compromise with our existing rights about freedom 
and privacy. This is the beginning of yet another new 
struggle, to reclaim our space of freedom which 
seems threatened to be occupied by the digital 
intrusion at behest of the Government itself. 

(Writer is Jt. Secretary, Cuttack Division IEA)

It is true that the Government of India notified 
vide order SO 1630 (E) dated 15.4.2021 that every 
Saturday has been declared as a Public Holiday 
as per the powers conferred by section 25 of 
Negotiable Instruments Act, 1881. But that does 
not mean that we should consider Saturdays as 
holidays under the NI Act while calculating ACL. 
Under Regulation 62(2) of the Staff Regulations, 
the ACLs will be 23 ½ minus Holidays declared 
under 60A (1) in a calendar year. The key words 
in the Regulation 62(2) are “in a calendar year”. 
These holidays declared by the State/Central Govt. 
keep changing in each calendar year and are not 
constant. The present holidays on Saturdays are 
declared as Public Holiday similar to Sunday as 
Holiday. The Government will not declare these 
Saturdays / Sundays as holidays every calendar year.

Moreover, the Gazette notification clearly 
states that it is declared as Public Holiday – and 
not as Holidays under NI Act. The declaration by 
the government was only on the basis of its powers 
conferred u/s 25 of NI Act. This does not mean that 
Saturday is declared as Holiday under NI Act. If that 
were so, even public sector banks would be entitled 
to having all Saturdays as holidays. Moreover, since 
the Corporation has changed from 6-day working 
week to 5-Day working week, the working hours 
have been suitably increased and the supposed loss 
of working hours on Saturdays has been made good.

It is to be noted that every Sunday is also a 
Public Holiday declared by the government under 
the same provisions of the NI Act. But we do not 
take into account Sundays as holidays under NI Act 
while calculating ACLs. Section 25 of NI Act says: “…
The expression Public Holiday includes Sundays and 
any other day declared by the Central Government 
by notification in the Official Gazette to be a Public 
Holiday.” This clearly shows that, the Saturday 
declared as public holiday by the Government 
under NI Act is similar to Sunday which is also a 
Public Holiday.

We, therefore, request you to withdraw 
the circular Ref: CO/Per/ER-A/282/2021 dated 
17.11.2021 thereby rectifying the erroneous 
interpretation of the provisions of the Gazette 
Order.

ADDITIONAL CASUAL LEAVE.....

continued from page 8

Cartoon courtesy: Alok Nirantar
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oÉÏiÉå 7 lÉuÉqoÉU MüÉå ÃxÉÏ ¢üÉÇÌiÉ Måü 104 uÉwÉï WûÉå aÉrÉå WæûÇ| 
ExÉ SÉæU qÉåÇ eÉÉaÉÏ ÌuÉµÉurÉÉmÉÏ cÉåiÉlÉÉ xÉå AÉrÉå xÉÉqÉÉÎeÉMü AÉæU 
UÉeÉlÉÏÌiÉMü oÉSsÉÉuÉÉåÇ xÉå qÉÑÌ£ü xÉÇbÉwÉÉåïÇ MüÉå WûÏ iÉÉMüiÉ lÉWûÏÇ ÍqÉsÉÏ 
jÉÏ oÉÎsMü ¢üÉÇÌiÉ Måü pÉrÉ xÉå mÉÔÇeÉÏuÉÉSÏ UÉ·íÉåÇ iÉMü MüÉå AÉqÉ 
qÉåWûlÉiÉMüvÉ ´ÉqÉeÉÏÌuÉrÉÉåÇ Måü ÍsÉL MüsrÉÉhÉMüÉUÏ MüÉlÉÔlÉ AÉæU 
UÉWûiÉåÇ SålÉå Måü ÍsÉL qÉeÉoÉÔU WûÉålÉÉ mÉÄQûÉ jÉÉ| xÉÉåÌuÉrÉiÉ xÉÇbÉ Måü 
ÌuÉbÉOûlÉ Måü iÉÏlÉ SvÉMü qÉåÇ mÉÔÇeÉÏ Måü mÉëÌiÉ ESÉUiÉÉ AÉæU ´ÉÍqÉMüÉåÇ 
Måü mÉëÌiÉ MüPûÉåUiÉÉ Måü SÉæU qÉåÇ AÉeÉ mÉÔÇeÉÏmÉUxiÉÏ qÉåÇ ZÉÉåD WûqÉÉUå 
SåvÉ MüÐ pÉÉeÉmÉÉ lÉÏiÉ xÉUMüÉU qÉåÇ eÉlÉxÉÑlÉuÉÉD Måü UÉxiÉå eÉÉqÉ 
xÉå WûÉå aÉrÉå WæûÇ| 

SåvÉ qÉåÇ ZÉåiÉÏ ÌuÉUÉåkÉÏ MüÉlÉÔlÉÉåÇ Måü ÌuÉUÉåkÉ qÉåÇ eÉÉUÏ ÌMüxÉÉlÉ 
AÉÇSÉåsÉlÉ 26 lÉuÉÇoÉU MüÉå LMü xÉÉsÉ mÉÔUÉ MüU UWûÉ Wæû, uÉWûÏÇ 
xÉÉuÉïeÉÌlÉMü EmÉ¢üqÉÉåÇ MüÉå ÌlÉeÉÏ WûÉjÉÉåÇ qÉåÇ xÉÉæÇmÉlÉå Måü ÎZÉsÉÉTü 
AÉæU ÌlÉrÉÉå£üÉmÉUMü ´ÉqÉ xÉÇÌWûiÉÉAÉåÇ Måü oÉlÉÉrÉå eÉÉlÉå Måü ÎZÉsÉÉTü 
MåülSìÏrÉ ´ÉÍqÉMü xÉÇaÉPûlÉÉåÇ Måü AÉÀûÉlÉ SU AÉÀûÉlÉ AÉWÕûiÉ 
MüÉrÉï¢üqÉÉåÇ qÉåÇ pÉÏ eÉoÉUSxiÉ iÉåeÉÏ SåZÉÏ eÉÉ UWûÏ Wæû| xÉÑlÉuÉÉD 
Måü ApÉÉuÉ qÉåÇ oÉÄRûiÉå SqÉlÉMüÉUÏ SÉæU qÉåÇ eÉlÉqÉÉlÉxÉ qÉåÇ ÃxÉ MüÐ 
AYOÕûoÉU ¢üÉÇÌiÉ Måü TüsÉÏpÉÔiÉ MüÐ rÉÉSåÇ iÉÉeÉÉ WûÉå UWûÏ WæûÇ AÉæU lÉooÉå 
Måü SvÉMü qÉåÇ ExÉMåü WÒûL mÉUÉpÉuÉ MüÐ mÉËUhÉÌiÉ qÉåÇ mÉÔÇeÉÏmÉUxiÉÏ 
qÉåÇ NûÏlÉå eÉÉiÉå ́ ÉÍqÉMüÉåÇ Måü AÍkÉMüÉU AÉæU MüsrÉÉhÉMüÉUÏ MüÉlÉÔlÉÉåÇ 

AYOÕûoÉU ¢üÉÇÌiÉ MüÐ rÉÉS AÉæU 
eÉÉaÉëiÉ qÉåWûlÉiÉMüvÉ Måü EPûiÉå AÉÇSÉåsÉlÉ

UÉqÉcÉÇSì vÉqÉÉï

The world is now confronting the bitter truth that the respect and  

rights which the working people could get after the October revolution 

and establishment of Soviet Union, are slipping away from their hands 

in the last three decades under the capitalist globalisation,  after the 

collapse of the Soviet Union. But, today, in India, under the impact of 

united kisan struggle spearheaded by Samyukt Kisan Morcha, we are 

witnessing the recap of the scenes in Tsarist Russia, of the miserable 

living condtions of the workers and farmers and on the other hand 

unfolding of unity  of the peasants and the workers, the toiling masses, 

as if imbibing the message of the October Revolution.

xÉå NÒûOûMüÉUÉ mÉÉlÉå Måü xÉUMüÉUÏ xÉUÉåMüÉU iÉjÉÉ mÉëÌiÉUÉåkÉ MüUlÉå mÉU 
SqÉlÉ MüÐ OûÏxÉ Måü ÍcÉ§É xÉÇeÉÏuÉ WûÉåMüU AÉqÉ qÉåWûlÉiÉMüvÉ Måü 
qÉlÉ-qÉÎxiÉwMü MüÉå E²åÍsÉiÉ MüU UWåû WæûÇ| 

xÉÉqÉlÉå AÉiÉå bÉOûlÉÉ¢üqÉ rÉÉS ÌSsÉÉ UWåû WæûÇ ÌMü ÌMüxÉ 
iÉUWû AÉeÉ xÉå 150 uÉwÉï mÉÔuÉï 18 qÉÉcÉï, 1871 MüÉå mÉåËUxÉ Måü 
qÉÄeÉSÕUuÉaÉï lÉå xÉÉqÉÇiÉÏ-mÉÔÇeÉÏuÉÉSÏ urÉuÉxjÉÉ MüÉå EZÉÉÄQûiÉå WÒûL 
mÉåËUxÉ MüqrÉÔlÉ MüÐ xjÉÉmÉlÉÉ MüÐ jÉÏ | CxÉ LåÌiÉWûÉÍxÉMü AÉæU 
¢üÉÇÌiÉMüÉUÏ bÉOûlÉÉ xÉå mÉÔÇeÉÏuÉÉSÏ vÉÉåwÉMüÉåÇ MüÐ SÒÌlÉrÉÉ qÉåÇ WûÄQûMüÇmÉ 
qÉcÉ aÉrÉÉ jÉÉ| mÉÔÇeÉÏmÉÌiÉuÉaÉï Måü ÎÄZÉsÉÉÄTü rÉWû vÉÉåÌwÉiÉ, uÉÇÍcÉiÉ 
AÉæU qÉåWûlÉiÉMüvÉ uÉaÉï ²ÉUÉ xÉqmÉ³É MüÐ aÉD mÉWûsÉÏ ¢üÉÇÌiÉ jÉÏ 
ÎeÉxÉMåü MüÉUhÉ CÌiÉWûÉxÉ qÉåÇ qÉÄeÉSÕUÉåÇ lÉå AmÉlÉÏ mÉWûsÉÏ xÉUMüÉU 
ÄMüÉrÉqÉ MüÐ jÉÏ| qÉÉYxÉï lÉå CxÉ ¢üÉÇÌiÉ MüÉå `lÉL xÉqÉÉeÉ MüÉ 
vÉÉlÉSÉU AaÉëSÕiÉ' oÉiÉÉrÉÉ jÉÉ AÉæU sÉåÌlÉlÉ lÉå ExÉ eÉlÉ¢üÉÇÌiÉ MüÉå 
``xÉÉåÌuÉrÉiÉ xÉ¨ÉÉ MüÉ oÉÏeÉ'' MüWûÉ jÉÉ | WûÉsÉÉÇÌMü qÉÄeÉSÕUÉåÇ MüÐ 
rÉWû xÉ¨ÉÉ ÄerÉÉSÉ ÌSlÉ lÉWûÏÇ cÉsÉÏ YrÉÉåÇÌMü ExÉ ¢üÉÇÌiÉ Måü lÉåiÉÉAÉåÇ 
Måü mÉÉxÉ ¢üÉÇÌiÉrÉÉåÇ MüÉå xÉÇpÉÉsÉlÉå, ÌlÉrÉÇÌ§ÉiÉ AÉæU xÉÇcÉÉÍsÉiÉ MüUlÉå 
MüÉ MüÉåD mÉËUmÉYuÉ xÉæ®ÉÇÌiÉMü AÉæU LåÌiÉWûÉÍxÉMü AÉkÉÉU AÉæU 
AlÉÑpÉuÉ lÉWûÏÇ jÉÉ| CxÉÏÍsÉL CxÉ eÉlÉ¢üÉÇÌiÉ MüÉå lÉ¹ MüUlÉå Måü 
ÍsÉL SåvÉ Måü mÉÔÇeÉÏmÉÌiÉrÉÉåÇ lÉå eÉqÉïlÉÏ Måü xÉÉjÉ ÍqÉsÉMüU ExÉ mÉU 
WûqÉsÉÉ MüU ÌSrÉÉ jÉÉ|



17Insurance WorkerDecember 2021 17

 sÉåÌMülÉ ExÉ SÉæU qÉåÇ eÉaÉÏ cÉåiÉlÉÉ MüÉ AxÉU jÉÉ ÌMü 
AqÉåËUMüÉ Måü AÉæ±ÉåÌaÉMü vÉWûU ÍvÉMüÉaÉÉå qÉåÇ 1886 qÉåÇ qÉeÉSÕU 
AÉÇSÉåsÉlÉ MüÐ AsÉZÉ eÉaÉÏ eÉÉå MüÉsÉÉÇiÉU qÉåÇ qÉeÉSÕUÉåÇ Måü xÉÇaÉÌPûiÉ 
WûÉålÉå AÉæU qÉÉÇaÉmÉ§É mÉëxiÉÑiÉ MüUlÉå Måü AÍkÉMüÉU ÍqÉsÉå eÉÉå AÉeÉ 
cÉÑlÉÉæiÉÏ Måü bÉåUå qÉåÇ WæûÇ| qÉeÉSÕUÉåÇ MüÐ UÉeÉlÉÏÌiÉMü sÉÄQûÉD Måü 
qÉÑMüÉqÉ Måü oÉÏcÉ qÉÄeÉSÕU uÉaÉï Måü ÎÄZÉsÉÉÄTü, mÉÔÇeÉÏmÉÌiÉrÉÉåÇ Måü ZÉÔlÉÏ 
AÍpÉrÉÉlÉ qÉåÇ MüD WûeÉÉU qÉÄeÉSÕU qÉÉUå aÉL AÉæU WûÄeÉÉUÉåÇ qÉÄeÉSÕUÉåÇ 
MüÉå eÉåsÉÉåÇ qÉåÇ PÕûxÉ ÌSrÉÉ aÉrÉÉ| ElWåûÇ AqÉÉlÉuÉÏrÉ rÉÉiÉlÉÉLÇ SÏ aÉDÇ| 
CxÉÏ mÉåËUxÉ MüqrÉÔlÉ MüÐ AxÉÄTüsÉiÉÉAÉåÇ xÉå, pÉÉuÉÏ ¢üÉÇÌiÉrÉÉåÇ Måü 
ÍsÉL qÉÉYxÉï lÉå uÉæ¥ÉÉÌlÉMü xÉqÉÉeÉuÉÉS Måü ÍsÉL AirÉÇiÉ qÉWûiuÉmÉÔhÉï 
xÉæ®ÉÇÌiÉMü AÉæU urÉuÉWûÉËUMü xÉoÉMü sÉåiÉå WÒûL, ¢üÉÇÌiÉ Måü oÉÉS 
MüÐ ÎxjÉÌiÉ xÉå ÌlÉmÉOûlÉå Måü ÍsÉL qÉÉYxÉï lÉå qÉÔsrÉuÉÉlÉ AÉæU AÌiÉ 
qÉWûiuÉmÉÔhÉï ÍxÉ®ÉÇiÉ ´ÉqÉeÉÏuÉÏuÉaÉï MüÉå ÌSrÉå eÉÉå ÃxÉÏ ¢üÉÇÌiÉ 
MüÐ TüsÉÏpÉÔÌiÉ qÉåÇ MüÉUaÉU xÉÉÌoÉiÉ WÒûL sÉåÌMülÉ 70 xÉÉsÉ Måü 
oÉÉS xÉÉåÌuÉrÉiÉ ÃxÉ pÉÏ ÌuÉbÉOûlÉ MüÉ ÍvÉMüÉU WÒûAÉ mÉUliÉÑ CxÉ 
oÉÏcÉ 70 xÉÉsÉ qÉåÇ SÒÌlÉrÉÉ qÉåÇ qÉeÉSÕUÉåÇ Måü ÌWûiÉ qÉåÇ oÉlÉÏ AlÉåMü 
MüsrÉÉhÉMüÉUÏ rÉÉåeÉlÉÉAÉåÇ AÉæU ÍqÉsÉå AÍkÉMüÉUÉåÇ xÉå qÉeÉSÕUÉåÇ Måü 
eÉÏuÉlÉ xiÉU MüÉå FmÉU EPûÉlÉå AÉæU xÉÉqÉÉÎeÉMü xÉqqÉÉlÉ Måü xÉÉjÉ 
AmÉlÉÏ xÉ¨ÉÉ MüÉrÉqÉ MüUlÉå MüÉ LMü iÉeÉÑoÉÉï pÉÏ ÍqÉsÉÉ|

xÉÉåÌuÉrÉiÉ xÉÇbÉ Måü ÌuÉbÉOûlÉ Måü oÉÉS rÉWû xÉccÉÉD pÉÏ SÒÌlÉrÉÉ 
Måü xÉÉqÉlÉå AÉ aÉD Wæû ÌMü eÉÉå AÍkÉMüÉU AÉæU xÉqqÉÉlÉ ´ÉÍqÉMü 
uÉaÉï MüÉå xÉÉåÌuÉrÉiÉ xÉÇbÉ Måü qÉÉæeÉÔS UWûiÉå WÒûL ÍqÉsÉå uÉå xÉÉåÌuÉrÉiÉ 
xÉÇbÉ Måü mÉUÉpÉuÉ AÉæU mÉÔÇeÉÏmÉUxiÉÏ Måü uÉæµÉÏMüUhÉ Måü SÉæU qÉåÇ WûÉjÉ 
xÉå mÉÉlÉÏ MüÐ iÉUWû ÌTüxÉsÉiÉå cÉsÉå aÉL| LåxÉå WûÏ,ÃxÉÏ ¢üÉÇÌiÉ Måü 
oÉÉS, ÎeÉlÉ-ÎeÉlÉ SåvÉÉåÇ qÉåÇ eÉlÉ¢üÉÇÌiÉrÉÉÆ WÒûDÇ, uÉWûÉÇ Måü mÉUÉxiÉ 
vÉÉåwÉMü mÉÔÇeÉÏmÉÌiÉrÉÉåÇ lÉå xÉÉqÉëÉerÉuÉÉSÏ vÉÌ£ürÉÉåÇ Måü xÉÉjÉ wÉQûrÉÇ§É 
MüUiÉå WÒûL uÉWûÉÇ xjÉÉÌmÉiÉ qÉÄeÉSÕUÉåÇ Måü lÉuÉaÉÌPûiÉ xÉqÉÉeÉuÉÉSÏ 
vÉÉxÉlÉ MüÉå ÄZÉiqÉ MüU ÌSrÉÉ| AÉeÉ ÃxÉ AÉæU mÉÔuÉÏï rÉÔUÉåmÉ Måü 
ÎeÉlÉ SåvÉÉåÇ qÉåÇ xÉqÉÉeÉuÉÉSÏ vÉÉxÉlÉ MüÐ xjÉÉmÉlÉÉ WÒûD jÉÏ, AoÉ 
uÉWûÉÇ mÉÑlÉÈ mÉÔÇeÉÏuÉÉSÏ urÉuÉxjÉÉAÉåÇ MüÐ xjÉÉmÉlÉÉ WûÉå cÉÑMüÐ Wæû| 

CxÉ ÎxjÉÌiÉ lÉå ÃoÉÃ ÌMürÉå WûÉsÉÉiÉ qÉÉYxÉïuÉÉSÏ ÍxÉ®ÉÇiÉ 
MüÐ EmÉrÉÉåÌaÉiÉÉ AÉæU AÉuÉvrÉMüiÉÉ MüÉå mÉÑlÉÈ UåZÉÉÇÌMüiÉ MüU UWåû 
Wæû| mÉåËUxÉ qÉåÇ MüqrÉÔlÉ MüÐ ÌuÉTüsÉiÉÉ mÉU qÉÉYxÉï lÉå MüWûÉ jÉÉ, 
`rÉÌS MüqrÉÔlÉ MüÉå lÉ¹ pÉÏ MüU ÌSrÉÉ aÉrÉÉ, iÉoÉ pÉÏ xÉÇbÉwÉï ÍxÉÄTïü 
xjÉÌaÉiÉ WûÏ WûÉåaÉÉ| MüqrÉÔlÉ Måü ÍxÉ®ÉÇiÉ vÉÉµÉiÉ AÉæU AlÉµÉU WæûÇ; 
eÉoÉ iÉMü qÉÄeÉSÕU uÉaÉï qÉÑ£ü lÉWûÏÇ WûÉå eÉÉiÉÉ, iÉoÉ iÉMü rÉå ÍxÉ®ÉÇiÉ 
oÉÉU-oÉÉU mÉëMüOû WûÉåiÉå UWåûÇaÉå|' AÉeÉ pÉÏ YrÉÔoÉÉ, ÌuÉrÉiÉlÉÉqÉ, 
MüqoÉÉåÌQûrÉÉ, EiÉU MüÉåËUrÉÉ AÉæU cÉÏlÉ qÉåÇ eÉlÉ¢üÉÇÌiÉ MüÐ xÉUMüÉUåÇ 
WæûÇ mÉUliÉÑ YrÉÔoÉÉ MüÉå NûÉåÄQûMüU ClÉMüÉ uÉæÍµÉMü lÉeÉËUrÉÉ aÉÉrÉoÉ 

Wæû| CÇiÉeÉÉU CxÉMåü ÌuÉµÉurÉÉmÉÏ EpÉÉU sÉålÉå MüÉ Wæû|
AÉeÉ pÉÉUiÉ Måü xÉlSpÉï qÉåÇ eÉÉUÏ xÉÇrÉÑ£ü ÌMüxÉÉlÉ qÉÉåcÉÉï 

Måü AÉÇSÉåsÉlÉ mÉU lÉeÉU QûÉsÉå iÉÉå SåZÉiÉå WæûÇ ÌMü CxÉå qÉeÉSÕU 
uÉaÉï MüÉ pÉUmÉÔU xÉqÉjÉïlÉ ÍqÉsÉ UWûÉ Wæû| ÂxÉ qÉåÇ ¢üÉÇÌiÉ xÉå PûÏMü 
mÉWûsÉå MüÐ ÎxjÉÌiÉ eÉÉå eÉÉUvÉÉWûÏ Måü AMüsmÉlÉÏrÉ AirÉÉcÉÉU Måü 
ÎZÉsÉÉTü ÃxÉ qÉåÇ ´ÉÍqÉMü AÉæU ÌMüxÉÉlÉ Måü oÉÏcÉ SåZÉÏ eÉÉ UWûÏ 
jÉÏ, MÑüNû MÑüNû uÉæxÉÏ WûÏ ÎxjÉÌiÉ AÉeÉ pÉÉUiÉ qÉåÇ ÌSZÉÉD Så UWûÏ 
Wæû| TüxÉsÉÉåÇ Måü EÍcÉiÉ SÉqÉ lÉ ÍqÉsÉlÉå Måü cÉsÉiÉå MüeÉï iÉsÉå SoÉå 
ÌMüxÉÉlÉ ÌoÉsÉÌoÉsÉÉ UWåû WæûÇ, qÉeÉSÕU uÉaÉï AqÉÉlÉuÉÏrÉ eÉÏuÉlÉ eÉÏ 
UWûÉ Wæû| MüÉqÉ MüUlÉå MüÐ ÎxjÉÌiÉ qÉÉÍsÉMüÉåÇ Måü ÌWûiÉ qÉåÇ oÉSsÉÏ eÉÉ 
UWûÏ WæûÇ| eÉoÉ cÉÉWåû MüÉqÉ xÉå oÉÉWûU MüU SålÉå MüÐ vÉÌ£ü mÉÉMüU 
´ÉÍqÉMüÉåÇ MüÉ vÉÉåwÉhÉ oÉÄRû aÉrÉÉ Wæû| eÉæxÉå sÉÇoÉå xÉqÉrÉ iÉMü MüÉqÉ 
MüUlÉÉ, MüqÉ qÉeÉSÕUÏ AÉæU MüÉrÉï xjÉsÉ Måü WûÉsÉ ZÉUÉoÉ UWûlÉå 
MüÐ ÎxjÉÌiÉ SåZÉlÉå MüÉå ÍqÉsÉ UWûÏ Wæû|

ÎeÉxÉ mÉëMüÉU ÃxÉ qÉåÇ ´ÉÍqÉMüÉåÇ, ÌMüxÉÉlÉÉåÇ AÉæU eÉuÉÉlÉÉåÇ MüÉ 
AÉÇSÉåsÉlÉ oÉÉåsvÉåÌuÉMü mÉÉOûÏï Måü lÉåiÉ×iuÉ qÉåÇ ÌMüxÉÉlÉ uÉaÉï Måü bÉÌlÉ¸ 
aÉPûoÉÇkÉlÉ qÉåÇ qÉeÉSÕU uÉaÉï vÉÉåwÉhÉMüÉUÏ vÉÉxÉlÉ MüÉå EZÉÉÄQû TåüÇMü 
xÉMüiÉÉ Wæû iÉÉå pÉÉUiÉ qÉåÇ vÉÉåwÉhÉMüÉUÏ lÉÏÌiÉrÉÉåÇ Måü mÉÏÌÄQûiÉÉåÇ MüÉ LMüÉ 
YrÉÉåÇMüU LåxÉÉ oÉÏÄQûÉ EPûÉlÉå Måü rÉ¦ÉÉåÇ qÉåÇ eÉÑOû eÉÉiÉÉ? AÉeÉ Måü 
pÉÉUiÉ qÉåÇ ÌMüxÉÉlÉ AÉæU qÉeÉSÕU uÉaÉï lÉL ÌlÉcÉsÉå xiÉU mÉU mÉWÒûÇcÉ 
aÉrÉÉ Wæû| qÉÉåSÏ vÉÉxÉlÉ Måü iÉWûiÉ ÌMüxÉÉlÉÉåÇ MüÐ AÉiqÉWûirÉÉAÉåÇ MüÉ 
SÉæU TüxÉsÉ Måü EÍcÉiÉ SÉqÉ lÉ ÍqÉsÉlÉå Måü cÉsÉiÉå AÉæU ´ÉÍqÉMüÉåÇ 
MüÐ uÉÉxiÉÌuÉMü qÉeÉSÕUÏ qÉåÇ MüqÉÏ AÉlÉå Måü MüÉUhÉ AÉæU erÉÉSÉ 
ÌuÉMüOû WÒûL WæûÇ| qÉWûÉqÉÉUÏ Måü SÉæUÉlÉ qÉÉåSÏ xÉUMüÉU Måü lÉÏÌiÉaÉiÉ 
WûqÉsÉÉåÇ lÉå oÉåUÉåeÉaÉÉUÏ, qÉWûÇaÉÉD Måü MåüÇSì oÉlÉå pÉÉUiÉ MüÉå pÉÔZÉ AÉæU 
aÉUÏoÉÏ Måü MåülSì oÉlÉÉlÉå Måü xÉÉjÉ ZÉUÉoÉ xuÉÉxjrÉ AÉæU mÉÄRûÉD 
oÉÏcÉ qÉåÇ NûÉåÄQû SålÉå MüÐ ÎxjÉÌiÉ ÌlÉÍqÉïiÉ MüU SÏ Wæû| 

MÑüNû MüÊmÉÉåïUåOû AÉæU ElÉMåü LeÉåÇOû xÉ¨ÉÉ Måü xÉWûrÉÉåaÉ xÉå 
ZÉÑsÉå iÉÉæU mÉU SåvÉ MüÐ SÉæsÉiÉ oÉOûÉåU UWåû WæûÇ| AxÉqÉÉlÉiÉÉ oÉÄRûÏ Wæû 
AÉæU xÉÉuÉïeÉÌlÉMü kÉlÉ MüÉ WûxiÉÉÇiÉUhÉ xÉ¨ÉÉvÉÉWûÉåÇ Måü MüÊUmÉÉåUåOû 
xÉÉÍjÉrÉÉåÇ MüÉ ZÉeÉÉlÉÉ oÉÄRû UWûÉ Wæû| WûÉsÉ MüÐ bÉOûlÉÉAÉåÇ qÉåÇ xmÉ¹ 
ÃmÉ xÉå ÌSZÉÉD Så UWûÉ Wæû ÌMü ÌuÉUÉåkÉ MüUlÉå uÉÉsÉÉåÇ MüÐ xÉÑlÉuÉÉD 
lÉ MüUMåü oÉoÉïU SqÉlÉ MüÐ bÉOûlÉÉLÇ qÉÉlÉuÉÉÍkÉMüÉUÉåÇ MüÉ aÉsÉÉ bÉÉåOû 
UWûÏ WæûÇ| SqÉlÉ Måü ÎZÉsÉÉTü SåvÉurÉÉmÉÏ ÌuÉUÉåkÉ AÉæU erÉÉSÉ xÉbÉlÉ 
WûÉå UWåû WæûÇ| ÌMüxÉÉlÉÉåÇ MüÐ ClÉ oÉoÉïU WûirÉÉAÉåÇ Måü mÉëiÉÏMü oÉlÉå 
sÉZÉÏqÉmÉÑU ZÉÏUÏ lÉå mÉÔUå SåvÉ MüÉå fÉMüfÉÉåU ÌSrÉÉ Wæû| AÉqÉeÉlÉ 
MüÉ aÉÑxxÉÉ oÉÏeÉåmÉÏ AÉæU MåüÇSì MüÐ qÉÉåSÏ xÉUMüÉU Måü ÎZÉsÉÉTü 
mÉÔUå SåvÉ qÉåÇ TæüsÉ UWûÉ Wæû| 

oÉoÉïUiÉÉ Måü ÎZÉsÉÉTü AoÉ sÉÄQûÉD lÉÏÌiÉrÉÉåÇ Måü xÉÉjÉ xÉÉjÉ 
UÉeÉlÉÏÌiÉMü ÃmÉ sÉå UWûÏ WæûÇ| ÎeÉxÉ iÉUWû AYOÕûoÉU ¢üÉÇÌiÉ qÉåÇ 
qÉÌWûsÉÉAÉåÇ lÉå qÉWûiuÉmÉÔhÉï pÉÔÍqÉMüÉ ÌlÉpÉÉD AÉæU oÉåWûiÉU MüÉqÉ 
MüUlÉå MüÐ ÎxjÉÌiÉ, qÉeÉSÕUÏ AÉæU UÉeÉlÉÏÌiÉMü AÍkÉMüÉUÉåÇ Måü ÍsÉL 
sÉÄQûÉCrÉÉÇ sÉÄQûÏ MÑüNû LåxÉÉ WûÏ lÉeÉÉUÉ ÌMüxÉÉlÉ AÉÇSÉåsÉlÉ qÉåÇ 
qÉÌWûsÉÉAÉåÇ MüÐ oÉÄQûÏ pÉÉaÉÏSÉUÏ MüÉå SåZÉMüU sÉaÉÉrÉÉ eÉÉ xÉMüiÉÉ 
Wæû| AÉeÉ WûqÉÉUå SåvÉ qÉåÇ pÉÉeÉmÉÉ-AÉULxÉLxÉ Måü SqÉlÉMüÉUÏ 
UÉeÉ Måü ÎZÉsÉÉTü qÉÌWûsÉÉ, qÉeÉSÕU AÉæU ÌMüxÉÉlÉ xÉÇbÉwÉï qÉåÇ oÉÄQûÏ 
xÉÇZrÉÉ qÉåÇ pÉÉaÉ sÉå UWåû WæûÇ| rÉWû MüWûÏÇ lÉ MüWûÏÇ AYOÕûoÉU ¢üÉÇÌiÉ 
Måü xÉÇSåvÉ MüÉå aÉëWûhÉ MüUlÉå eÉæxÉÉ lÉeÉÉUÉ Wæû| CxÉÏ UÉxiÉå xÉå 
eÉlÉÌWûiÉæwÉÏ oÉSsÉÉuÉÉåÇ MüÉå xÉÇeÉÉålÉå MüÐ AÉåU oÉÄRûlÉå qÉåÇ WûÏ oÉxÉå 
qÉåWûlÉiÉMüvÉ ´ÉqÉeÉÏÌuÉrÉÉåÇ Måü ÌWûiÉ|



18 Insurance Worker December 202118

What the media can never openly admit is that 
the largest, peaceful democratic protest the 

world has seen in years – certainly the greatest 
organised at the height of the pandemic – has won 
a mighty victory. 

A victory that carries forward a legacy. Farmers of 
all kinds, men and women – including from Adivasi 
and Dalit communities – played a crucial role in this 
country’s struggle for freedom. And in the 75th year 
of our Independence, the farmers at Delhi’s gates 
reiterated the spirit of that great struggle.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has announced 
he is backing off and repealing the farm laws in the 
upcoming winter session of Parliament starting on 
November 29. He says he is doing so after failing to 
persuade ‘a section of farmers despite best efforts’.  
Just a section, mind you, that he could not convince 
to accept that the three discredited farm laws were 
really good for them. Not a word on, or for, the over 

600 farmers who have died in the course of this 
historic struggle. His failure, he makes it clear, is only 
in his skills of persuasion, in not getting that ‘section 
of farmers’ to see the light. No failure attaches to the 
laws themselves or to how his government rammed 

them through right in the middle of a pandemic.
Well, the Khalistanis, anti-nationals, bogus 

activists masquerading as farmers, have graduated 
to being ‘a section of farmers’ who declined to be 
persuaded by Modi’s chilling charms. Refused to be 
persuaded? What was the manner and method of 
persuasion?

By denying them entry to the capital city to 

explain their grievances? By blocking them with 
trenches and barbed wire? By hitting them with 
water cannons? By converting their camps into 
little gulags? By having crony media vilify the 
farmers every day? By running them over with 
vehicles – allegedly owned by a Union minister or his 
son? That’s this government’s idea of persuasion? 
If those were its ‘best efforts’ we’d hate to see its 
worst ones.

The Prime Minister made at least seven visits 
overseas this year alone (like the latest one for 
CoP26). But never once found the time to just drive 
down a few kilometres from his residence to visit 
tens of thousands of farmers at Delhi’s gates, whose 
agony touched so many people, everywhere in the 
country.

Would that not have been a genuine effort at 
persuasion?

From the first month of the present protests, I 
was barraged with questions from media and others 
about how long could they possibly hold out? The 

farmers win on many Fronts 

media fails 

       on all

P SAINATH
(Courtesy:

The People’s Archive of Rural India
NOV. 20, 2021)

Cartoon courtesy: Manjul, News 9
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farmers have answered that question. But they also 
know that this fantastic victory of theirs is a first 
step. That the repeal means getting the corporate 
foot off the cultivator’s neck for now – but a raft of 
other problems from Minimum Support Price and 
procurement, to much larger issues of economic 
policies, still demand resolution.

The anchors on television tell us – as if it is a 
stunning revelation – that this backing off by the 
government must have something to do with the 
upcoming assembly elections in five states next 
February.

The same media failed to tell you anything about 
the significance of the bypoll results in 29 assembly 
and 3 parliamentary constituencies announced on 

November 3. Read the editorials around that time 
– see what passed for analysis on television. They 
spoke of ruling parties usually winning bypolls, of 
some anger locally – and not just with the BJP and 
more such blah. Few editorials had a word to say 
about two factors influencing those poll results – the 
farmers’ protests and COVID-19 mismanagement.

Modi’s announcement yesterday shows that 
he at least, and at last, has wisely understood the 
importance of both those factors. He knows that 
some huge defeats have taken place in states where 
the farmers’ agitation is intense. States like Rajasthan 
and Himachal – but which a media, parroting to its 
audiences that it was all Punjab and Haryana, could 
not factor into their analyses.

When last did we see the BJP or any sangh 
parivar formation come third and fourth in two 
constituencies in Rajasthan? Or take the pasting they 
got in Himachal where they lost all three assembly 
and one parliament seat? 

In Haryana, as the protestors put it, “the entire 
government from CM to DM” was there campaigning 
for the BJP; where the Congress foolishly put up a 
candidate against Abhay Chautala, who had resigned 
on the farmers’ issue; where Union ministers pitched 
in with great strength – the BJP  still lost. The 

Congress candidate lost his deposit but managed 
to shave a bit off Chautala’s margin – he still won by 
over 6,000 votes.

All three states felt the impact of the farmers’ 
protests – and unlike the corpo-crawlers, the Prime 
Minister has understood that. With the impact 
of those protests in western Uttar Pradesh, to 
which was added the self-inflicted damage of the 
appalling murders at Lakhimpur Kheri, and with 
elections to come in that state in perhaps 90 days 
from now, he saw the light. 

In three months’ time, the BJP government will 
have to answer the question – if the opposition has 
the sense to raise it – of whatever happened to the 
doubling of farmers’ incomes by 2022? The 77th 
round of the NSS (National Sample Survey, 2018-
19) shows a fall in the share of income from crop 
cultivation for farmers – forget a doubling of farmer 
incomes overall. It also shows an absolute decline in 
real income from crop cultivation.

The farmers have actually done much more than 
achieve that resolute demand for the repeal of the 
laws. Their struggle has profoundly impacted the 
politics of this country. As it did in 2004.

This is not at all the end of the agrarian crisis. It 
is the beginning of a new phase of the battle on the 
larger issues of that crisis. Farmer protests have been 
on for a long time now. And particularly strongly 
since 2018, when the Adivasi farmers of Maharashtra 
electrified the nation with their astonishing 182-

In the 75th year of our Independence, the farmers at Delhi’s gates 

reiterated the spirit of country’s struggle for freedom.The repeal of 

the three farm laws came about not because the PM failed to ‘persuade’ 

some farmers, but because many farmers stood resolute, even as a craven 

media devalued their struggle and strength. This isn’t just a win for the 

farmers. It’s a win over corporate media. a win for the battle for civil 

liberties and human rights. A win for Indian democracy.

Cartoon courtesy: Satvik Gade, The Hindu
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km march on foot from Nashik to Mumbai. Then too, 
it began with their being dismissed as ‘urban naxals’, 
as not real farmers, and the rest of the blah. Their 
march routed their vilifiers.

There are many victories here today. Not the 
least of which is the one the farmers have scored 
over corporate media. On the farm issue (as on so 
many others), that media functioned as extra power 
AAA batteries (Amplifying Ambani Adani +).

Between December and next April, we will mark 
200 years of the launch of two great journals (both 
by Raja Rammohan Roy) that could be said to have 
been the beginning of a truly Indian (owned and felt) 
press. One of which – Mirat-ul-Akhbar – brilliantly 
exposed the angrezi administration over the killing 
of Pratap Narayan Das from a whipping ordered by 
a judge in Comilla (now in Chittagong, Bangladesh). 
Roy’s powerful editorial resulted in the judge being 
hauled up and tried by the highest court of the time.

The Governor General reacted to this by 
terrorising the press. Promulgating a draconian new 
Press Ordinance, he sought to bring them to heel. 
Refusing to submit to this, Roy announced he was 
shutting down Mirat-ul-Akhbar rather than submit 

to what he called degrading and humiliating laws 
and circumstances. (And went on to take his battle 
to and through other journals!)

That was journalism of courage. Not the 
journalism of crony courage and capitulation we’ve 
seen on the farm issue. Pursued with a veneer of 
‘concern’ for the farmers in unsigned editorials 
while slamming them on the op-ed pages as wealthy 
farmers ‘seeking socialism for the rich.’

The Indian Express, the Times of India, almost 
the whole spectrum of newspapers – would say, 
essentially, that these were rural yokels who only 
needed to be spoken to sweetly. The edits invariably 
ended on the appeal: but do not withdraw these 
laws, they’re really good. Ditto for much of the rest 
of the media.

Did any of these publications once tell their 
readers – on the standoff between farmers and 
corporates – that Mukesh Ambani’s personal wealth 
of 84.5 billion dollars (Forbes 2021) was closing in 
very fast on the GSDP of the state of Punjab (about 
85.5 billion)? Did they once tell you that the wealth 
of Ambani and Adani (who clocked $50.5 billion) 
together was greater than the GSDP of either Punjab 
or Haryana?

Well, there are extenuating circumstances. 
Ambani is the biggest owner of media in India. And 
in those media that he does not own, probably 
the greatest advertiser. The wealth of these two 
corporate barons can be and is often written about – 
generally in a celebratory tone. This is the journalism 
of corpo-crawl.

Already there is bleating about how this cunning 
strategy – the backing off – will have significant 
impact in the Punjab Assembly polls. That Amarinder 
Singh has projected this as a victory he engineered 
by resigning from the Congress and negotiating with 
Modi. That this will alter the poll picture there. 

But the hundreds of thousands of people in 
that state who have participated in that struggle 
know whose victory it is. The hearts of the people of 
Punjab are with those in the protest camps who have 
endured one of Delhi’s worst winters in decades, a 
scorching summer, rains thereafter, and miserable 
treatment from Mr. Modi and his captive media. 

And perhaps the most important thing the 

protestors have achieved is this: to inspire resistance 
in other spheres as well, to  a government that simply 
throws its detractors into prison or otherwise hounds 
and harasses them. That freely arrests citizens, 
including journalists, under the Unlawful Activities 
(Prevention) Act, and cracks down on independent 
media for ‘economic offences’.

This isn’t just a win for the farmers. It’s a win for 
the battle for civil liberties and human rights. A win 
for Indian democracy

Cartoon courtesy: 
R.Prasad, 
Economic Times
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100 YEARS OF 

SATYAJIT RAY
A SUBLIME JOURNEY THROUGH ART AND INTELLECT

A number of great persons from different fields of 
humanity took birth in May. Karl Marx, Rabindranath 
Tagore, Salvador Dali, Florence Nightingale, Kazi 
Nazrul Islam, all of them were born in May. Satyajit 
Ray, one of the greatest filmmakers of the 20th 
century, also was born in May. Ray was born in 
Calcutta on 2nd May, 1921.He was not only a film 
director, was also a script writer, documentary film 
maker, author, essayist, lyricist, magazine editor, 
illustrator, calligrapher and music composer. The 
renowned writer and poet Sukumar Ray was his 
father, his mother was Suprabha Ray. Upendrakishore 
Ray Chowdhry, a writer par excellence was his 
grandfather. Actually Ray came from a  family which 
was famous for its contributions to art and literature. 

Starting his career as a commercial artist, Ray was 
drawn into independent film making after meeting 
French filmmaker Jean Renoir and watching Vittorio 
De Sica’s Italian film Bicycle Thieves. Ray made his 
directorial debut in 1955 with ‘ Pather Panchali’ and 
directed 36 films, comprising 29 feature films, five 
documentaries and two short films. 

Satyajit Ray is one of the dozen or so great 
masters of world cinema and is known for his 
humanistic approach. A true auteur, Ray directly 
controlled many aspects of filmmaking. The 
success of ‘Pather Panchali’ gave Ray total control 
over his subsequent films. Until 1981, he would 
make a feature length film every year. Satyajit Ray 
maintained that the best technique of filmmaking 
was the one that was not noticeable. He disliked the 
idea of a film that drew attention to its style rather 
than the contents. 

After Pather Panchali, Ray made films like 
Aparajito (the undefeated), Apur Sangsar (Apu’s 

world). The Apu trilogy brought India into the golden 
age of international art house film.

Based upon the story of his grandfather 
Upendrakishore , Ray directed and made the film 
‘Goopy Gayen Bagha Bayen’. Though it was children’s 
literature, it carried social and political message for 
the world. Common people do not want war and 
peace is the main ingredient for social harmony. 
Although the film was in black and white, its 
depiction of the idea of truce, love and unity carried 
all the colours of a rainbow. 

‘Hirak Rajar Deshe’ ( In the land of the diamond 
king) was one of the best films Ray has ever made. 
The king is enormously rich, but the labourers are 
very poor. The king destroys the education system. 
There is a constant process of brain washing. 
Although this film was made in the early eighties 
of the last century, it highlights our Indian political 
system which we notice today. 

Among his other films, Charulata and Ghare 
Baire carried Tagore’s idea about love, pain and 
jealousy. 

Ray’s 1977 classic ‘ Shatranj ke khilari’, made 
during emergency, is a story of a cunning political 
checkmate. This  film keeps reminding us that in our 
daily petty politics, we miss the wood for the trees.

Satyajit Ray directed 1981 Hindi television film 
Sadgati ( Salvation). The original story of the film 
was written by Munshi Premchand. Having the 
distinction of being Doordarshan’s first colour outing, 
Sadgati is 40 years old today, but its message is still 
relevant. Cast ridden violence of the kind that this 
film denounces, continues to be one of India’s great 
social evils even in this digital age. 

RABINDRANATH    SAMADDAR   CHOWDHURY

Satyajit Ray’s cinematic heritage belongs to both India as well as the 

world. He left behind a legacy of some amazing film making skills that 

have no match. His cinema is a rare blend of emotions and intellect, 

where he perfectly balances sorrow and happiness along with deep 

observance.
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Shonku’ fictions were targeted mainly at younger 
readers, but they became popular among children 
and adults alike. 

His books have also been translated into English, 
German, Polish, French, Spanish, Italian and other 
Indian languages. My years with Apu , a memoir, 
first published posthumously in 1994, Childhood 
days, Indigo (where Ray tells the stories of the 
supernatural, the peculiar and the inexplicable with 
an unexpected twist at the end), Our films, their films 
( the book gives an insight into film appreciation), 
are some of his best books which have stood the 
test of time.

Many of Ray’s critics have called him  indifferent 
to  the plight of the urban poor and criticized him 
for being apolitical. But he was not so. It’s just that 
Ray’s politics was not the politics of parties which 
were constantly at each other’s throat. He had been 
at the forefront of the city wide silent protest against 
police brutality in 1966. The trauma of the food 
movement has been reflected in many of his films. 
It is no surprise that the price increase and famine 

resistance committee was a mass movement in West 
Bengal, formed in late 1958 by the Communist Party 
of India and other left parties, in response to the 
food crisis then. Ray’s kind of politics was the politics 
of humanism. Today, we need his vision of politics 
more than ever. 

Ray received an Honorary Academy Award 
in 1992, becoming the first Indian to receive an 
Honorary Oscar. He received the award for lifetime 
achievement and contribution. Apart from the 
Oscar, Ray got Dadasaheb Phalke award in 1984 and 
India’s highest civilian award, the Bharat Ratna, in 
1992. He was also awarded the Commander of the 
National Order of the Legion of Honour, the highest 
decoration in France ( in 1987).

Satyajit Ray was a perfectionist and so he told , 
‘There’s always some room for improvisation ‘. Akira 
Kurosawa said, ‘ Not to have seen the cinema of Ray 
means existing in the world without seeing the Sun 
or the Moon ‘ Satyajit Ray’s cinematic heritage has 
belonged to both India as well as the world. He left 
behind a legacy of some amazing film making skills 
that have no match. His cinema is a rare blend of 
emotions and intellect, where he perfectly balances 
sorrow and happiness along with deep observance.

He left us forever on April 23, 1992. This year 
is the birth centenary of the auteur. We pay our 
homage to this maestro who successfully put Indian 
cinema on the global map.

 (Writer is an activists of 
Kolkata Suburban Division)

Unlike the popular cinema of his time , Ray did not 
paint his characters in extremes of black and white. 
Ray’s characters lived in an instantly recognizable 
middle ground. Of course, the political and economic 
ideals of the Nehruvian period began to disintegrate 
around the mid 60s, and this had its impact on Ray. 
The uncertainties of the era, the economic, political 
and social upheavals of the 1970s, found their ways 
into his films. The alienation and wayward attitude 
of the urban youth in ‘Pratidwandi’( the adversary), 
and ‘ Jana Aranya’(jungle of crowds), the collapse 
of the middle class moral order in ‘ Seemabaddha( 
the bounded), all of those show Ray’s creative and 
intellectual class to represent  the time which  our 
society was passing through. The grim portrayal of 
the 1943 Bengal famine in ‘ Ashani Sanket’ showed 
the politics  of that time . His film ‘Ghare Baire’ was 
a critique of a Hindu  majoritarian  nationalism. 
‘Ganashatru’                           ( enemy of the public), 
made in 1990, highlights the impact of blind religious 
superstitions. The film also tells how this madness 
can be misused by the administration. 

As a lyricist he was unique and as a music 
director he was fantastic, probably among those 
who have the right to be proud for their creations. 
He had extraordinary knowledge about both Indian 
and European classical music. As he possessed 
tremendous respect for Tagore, in his films he 
quite often used Rabindra sangeet, and he did that 
excellently, with a degree of perfection which was 
outstanding. In ‘Goopy Gayen Bagha Bayen ‘ and 
‘Hirak Rajar Deshe’,Ray worked with singer Anup 
Ghosal for the immortal songs like ‘ Dekho re nayan 
mele’ (see, opening the eyes), ‘Ek je chilo raja’ (there 
was a king), and ‘ Ore Halla rajar sena, tora juddha 
kore karbi ki ta bol’ (oh, the soldiers of Halla king, 
what will you achieve by a war). He used the Carnatic 
style of music and instruments in those Bengali cult 
classics. 

Kishore Kumar’s rendition of the Tagore song ‘ 
Aami chini go chini tomare’ ( I know you completely) 
in ‘ Charulata’ was flawless, without the support of 
any musical instruments. Interestingly, Ray even lent 
his baritone, singing a few  lines in his last directional 
‘ Agantuk’ ( the visitor).

Ray is also well known for his contributions 
to Bengali literature. He created two of the most 
famous characters in Feluda, the sleuth, and 
professor Shonku , the scientist. Writing detective 
stories and also science fiction needs lot of talent 
and stamina, and Ray was always endowed with 
those qualities. His stories of Tarini khuro( Tarini 
uncle) produce lot of interest and amazement as 
his other stories. His ‘ Feluda’ stories and ‘ Professor 
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Jai Bhim - A Voice for 

                       the oppressed

Jai Bhim is perhaps one of the boldest films to 
come out of Indian Cinema which speaks candidly 

about Police brutality, Custodial death and Caste 
oppression. This Tamil film is based on true events 
that took place in Cuddalore district in 1993.  In the 
original event, Rajakannu, belonging to a lower caste 
whose main occupation was making bamboo baskets 
and agricultural labour, was accused of stealing 
Jewels from a house that employed him.  Based on 
the complaint, Rajakannu was taken into custody.

After suffering torture at the hands of the 

Police, Rajakannju died in custody.  To cover up their 
crimes, the police moved his body late in the night, 
disposed it of in the neighbouring Trichy district and 
later claimed that he had escaped from custody. 
Rajakannu’s Wife Parvathi, however did not buy 
this story and sought help to locate her husband.  
Finally, she found a lawyer of the Madras High 
Court, Chandru, who joined her quest for justice.  
K.Chandru filed a habeas corpus petition in Madras 
High Court. After a 13 year legal battle, the Court 
adjudicated that this was a case of custodial death 
and the accused Police Officials were sentenced to 
14 years of rigorous imprisonment for the murder 
of Rajakannu.

In the movie, in one scene, many Prisoners 
are being let out of Prison.  A few Cops from the 
surrounding Police Stations are waiting.  The 

Prisoners coming out of the Prison are asked for their 

caste.  If they mention a dominant Caste’s name, they 
are asked to leave.  Those who belong to SC/ST are 
told to stand in a corner, only for the waiting Cops 
to pick them up as suspects in the many cases that 
remain unsolved in their Station.  When there are too 
few people belonging to SC/ST, the Policemen were 
told to foist more than one case on those present.  
Jai Bhim captures the abuse and humiliation that is 
heaped upon the underprivileged by those at power 
who always tend to favour those belonging to the 
dominant Caste in a Caste dominated society. 

‘Criminal Justice in the shadow of Caste’ prepared 
jointly by the National Dalit Movement for Justice 
and the National Centre for Dalit Human Rights says 
that the members of the SC/ST are overrepresented, 
in relation to their population, in India’s Prisons.  
The Report says “while the groups account for 
24% of India’s population, their representation in 
Prisons is significantly higher at 34%”.  The 2015 
NCRB report noted that Dalits, Adivasis and Muslims 
constitute 55% of the undertrials in India.  This 
figure is considerably disproportionate to their total 
share of the population.  According to 2011 Census, 
the three communities constitute 39% of the total 
population in India.

The dominant castes never allow the tribal 
people to become educated.  The tribal were denied 
their voting rights in the elections.  These injustices 
are well depicted in this movie.  The actors, Suriya, 
Manikandan, Lijomol Rose, Rajisha Vijayan, Ramesh 
Rao, Prakash Raj - all have contributed immensely to 
the movie.  They lived the lives of their characters.  
“The politics here is not watered down.  It is direct 
and takes an incisive look.  It doesn’t punch down; 
but up.  This is a film that strips down the individual 
components of Caste, Law enforcement and Justice 
system and questions each of them on the witness 
stand” says The Hindu dt. 1.11.2021. Jai Bhim speaks 
for the voiceless.

FILM REVIEW by  

S.SIVASUBRAMANIAN
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The meeting of the leaders of the Joint Forum 
of Trade Unions/Associations of Employees 

and Officers in Public Sector General Insurance 
Companies (JFTU PSGI Cos) through webinar held on 
24th October, 2021 had taken the following decisions 
against the inordinate delay in settling the long 
pending issue of wage revision, increase of family 
pension to 30%, updation of pension, abolition of 
NPS, extending the 1995 pension scheme to all the 
NPS members, increase of company contribution to 
14% to the NPS employees.

1) 27th October 2021: Lunch Hour demonstrations 
in front of all Head Offices and Regional Offices and 
mass deputation to the CMDs and Regional in-
charges.

2)  9th November,  2021:   Lunch Hour 
demonstrations throughout the country in all 
centres.

3) 15th November to 19th November, 2021: 
Relay Dharnas in front of all Head Offices and 
Regional Centres and in other centres Lunch Hour 
Demonstrations.

The programmes of action decided by JFTU were 
implemented successfully at all centres throughout 
the country.

Successful observance of Programmes                  
of Action in General Insurance

On 27th October, 2021 massive lunch hour 
demonstrations were held in front of the Head 
Offices of National, New India, Oriental, United 
India and all Regional Centres and in front of all 
the Regional Offices, throughout the country. 
Memoranda were submitted to the CMDs and all 
the Regional incharges. Employees and Officers 
have participated in large numbers and expressed 
their protest.

On 9th November, 2021 also, employees and 
officers of all the four companies have made the 
lunch hour demonstrations successfully, with their 
huge participation.

From 15-19, November, Relay Dharnas were held 
in front of all the Head Offices and Regional Offices, 
throughout the country. Employees and Officers 
have participated enthusiastically in the five day 
dharna programme, expressing their protest to the 
Management and Central Government.

If the GIPSA management does not take the 

necessary and immediate initiative for implementing 
the Wage Revision, the JFTU will be forced to further 
escalate the agitation.
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29th General Conference of NCZIEF 
A Magnificent Success

The 29th General Conference of North Central 
Zone Insurance Employees’ Federation was held 

at Bareilly from 14th to 16th November 2021 with 
an objective to discuss and finalize future course of 
action against the impending challenges before LIC 
and its workforce. 

The conference started with a colourful and 
enthusiastic procession from LIC Divisional office 
compound Bareilly, traversing around one kilometer 
distance through the busy marketplace streets 
of the city. More than six hundred comrades 
gathered from the twelve divisions across the zone 
including comrades from the fraternal organisations 
participated in the rally. Com.Sanjeev Sharma 
President, NCZIEF hoisted the flag signaling the 
formal start of conference. Thereafter floral tributes 
were paid at the martyr column. 

The open session  started with the welcome 
address by the Reception Committee Chairperson, 
Professor CharuMehrotra. While speaking on the 
occasion she explained the historical background 
of the Bareilly city and its syncretic culture. She 

complimented LIC for its glorious contribution to 
nation building and said it is necessary to oppose 
LIC IPO. She expressed confidence that the 29th 
Conference of NCZIEF will chalk out appropriate 
program of actions to serve the socio-economic 
interests of nation and will be able to lead a people’s 
movement to end all the existing maladies of the 
society.

While inaugurating the conference Com. 
Shreekant Mishra, General Secretary, AIIEA 
presented a detailed analysis of current political 
and economic situation. He pointed out that due 
to blind pursuance of neo-liberal economic policies 
the country is witnessing massive unemployment, 
weakening of public sector which in turn has very 
badly shaken the fundamentals of the entire Indian 
economy. He outlined the various impending 
dangers before the Public sector Insurance Industry 
and emphasized the need for a bigger people’s 
movement against the anti-worker and anti-people 
policies of the government. While discussing about 
LIC, he explained how with the initial capital of Rs. 

 Gita Shant, Convenor Reception Committee

Welcome song
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5 crore it became a Crown Jewel. He expressed 
confidence that insurance employees in will rise to 
the occasion and shall be putting their act together to 
achieve the goals of a strong industry and equitable 
and harmonious society. 

The open session was also addressed by Com. 
Amanulla Khan, former president of AIIEA. While 
greeting the gathering, he expressed concerns about 
the continuous decadence of social values, growing 
politics of hatred, division of society in the name 
of caste and religion and the state of democracy 
ultimately resulting into vast socio-economic 
inequalities. He forcefully asserted that without 
protecting democracy and Republican values, no 
movement can be successful. The social harmony 
can only ensure the progress of any Nation. The rich 
cultural diversity must be protected and communal 
harmony need to be defended. Without securing 
social harmony the working class movement cannot 
be successful.

Com. Ashok Tiwari, President, AIIPA in his brief 

address called upon the unity of farmers and workers 
and said that this farmer movement will decide 
the fate of all pro-people, pro-worker movements 
in India. He lashed out at the Government for not 
listening to People’s voice and for implementing the 
retrograde agenda.

Com. Rajiv Nigam, General Secretary, NCZIEF 
compeered the proceedings and Com. Sanjeev 
Sharma, President, NCZIEF, presided over the 
session. 

Delegate Session
 The Delegate session commenced in the evening 

of 14th at comrade N.K Pachauri Nagar. The Report 
of the Working Committee was placed by Com Rajiv 
Nigam and the statements of accounts by Com 
Rakesh Kanaujia Treasurer.  The Report discussed the 

political, social and economic situation, detailed the 
activities undertaken and suggested the course of 
action for the next three years. Com.Rupesh Pandey, 
General Secretary, GDIEU initiated the discussions.  
48 speakers placed their views on the report 
expressing full unanimity with its basic formulations. 
The most heartening feature of the debate was the 
participation of young comrades who joined LIC in 
2020.  The debate was of a high quality.  Not only 
the issues of LIC and its employees were discussed 
threadbare, the issues relating to the nation were 
discussed in detailed.  The discussions were summed 
up by the General Secretary after which the Report 
was unanimously adopted.  The audited statements 
of accounts were also adopted unanimously. 

The house gave a thunderous applause to 
Com.V.Ramesh, President AIIIEA, when he rose to 
guide the delegate session. He presented a picture 
of the situation obtaining in the country in its social, 
political and economic life.  He said that the policies 
pursued are ruining the economy while society is 
witnessing division as never before. While providing 

 Sanjeev Sharma President

Rajiv Nigam General Secretary 
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statistical analysis, he explained that out of 58 indices 
on social and human development 54 are falling 
down badly. In terms of downwards trends of social 
justice, growth and equity, UP is at 18th place in 
governance amongst all states. General insurance 
industry is facing tough challenges, wage revision 
is still not realised there. No revision in RBI still. 
Here, the moot question is that can your politics be 
different from your economics?  He said unlike the 
ruling party, the AIIEA has fulfilled all its promises on 
pension, wage revision and improvement in service 
conditions. The public sector, backbone of Indian 
economy is being attacked on one pretext or the 
other. So we must understand whom to choose when 
the opportunity is there during elections. While 
congratulating employees for securing a magnificent 
wage revision, he said we have to formulate the next 
Charter and submit it despite having various other 

challenges before us including LIC IPO. He expressed 
confidence in the developing unity of the working 
class and peasants in meeting the challenges thrown 
up by neo-liberalism. 

The delegate session was addressed by Com 
Amanulla Khan and Com Shreekant Mishra.  Both 
the leaders dealt on the challenges the competitive 
environment has placed on our industry and the 
necessity of LIC retaining the market dominance.  
While the services of LIC have improved, there 
is still scope to better the claim settlement ratio.  
They advised the Conference to decide on programs 
towards this direction.  It was emphasized that no 
economic benefit can be secured or a policy of 
governance initiated to benefit the ruling class can 
be defeated permanently without bringing about 
a political change that favour the working class.  

Speaking on the dangers 

posed by privatization of 
public sector and LIC IPO, 
they pointed out that the 
main focus of attention will 
be to generate profits for 

the shareholders rather 
than helping an equitable 
economic growth.  They 
pointed out that employees 
have to understand the 

technological development 
and its increasing use in the 

services industry.  The LIC 
also is bound to adopt higher technology.  The 
AIIEA has to bring a balance between the needs of 
the institution and the interests of the employees.  
This tactic has paid rich dividend so far. Since there 
a multiple challenges, the leaders demanded the 
strengthening of the organization both ideologically 
and numerically to successfully meet them. 

The Conference adopted 12 major resolutions 
relating to the industry, employees and the nation 
unanimously.  

The Conference unanimously elected a new 
team of office bearers for the ensuing term with 
Coms Sanjeev Sharma as President, Rajiv Nigam as 
General Secretary and Rakesh Kanaujia as Treasurer.

Second day evening, a cultural program was 
organised by the host division BKSBD. In addition 
to few revolutionary songs by the lady comrades 
of Bareilly division, an excellent drama based on 
historical “Kakori Action” was played under the 
able direction of Com. Shamim. The message of 
sacrifices made by all religious communities during 
the freedom struggle and the communal harmony 
was portrayed by 14 actors excellently.

The Conference expressed its sincere thanks 
and gratitude for the leaders, cadres and members 
of BimaKarmi Sangh, Bareilly Division who 
contributed their best, toiled day in and day out for 
the success of the conference. A standing Ovation 
was also to the volunteer comrades of host Bareilly 
Division for their contribution.

The 29th General Conference of NCZIEF 
concluded with the message of further consolidation 
of the organisation and to fight for protection 
of Public Sector Industries and rights of people, 
workers and farmers.  
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Diamond Jubilee Annual Meeting of Surat Unit
Diamond Jubilee Annual General Meeting of SDIEU 

was held on 23th Oct’ 2021 in Hotel Amore, 
Dumas Road, Magdalla, Surat.

Com.Jaimin Desai, President of SDIEU, Presided 
over the Meeting. He welcomed Com. H I Bhatt GS 
WZIEA, Com A.G.Dhokpande President WZIEA, Com 
Dishant Patel GS Gandhinagar, Com.Kapil Purohit 
veteran leader, President and Convener of PFI, Office 
Bearers of IPA Surat, other invitees and members 
who attended the Meeting in large numbers.

Com.A G Dhokpande, President WZIEA, 
inaugurated the Conference. In his inaugural speech, 
he brought to light the economic, political and social 
aspects affecting the country. He congratulated the 
gathering for wonderful wage revision and briefed 
the meeting about AIIEA’s tactics and consistent 
efforts to realize the historic wage revision. He 
explained in details the NMP scheme of GOI 
and cautioned the gathering about the ill effects                                                                                                                                          
                                                      of the Scheme would 
have on the Public Sector in particular and on 
common man in general. He appealed to review the 
achievement of wage revision, Pension Option and 
recruitment of 8000 Assistants in the light of present 
political, economic and social milieu and our long 
struggles. He wished the revolutionary greetings to 
the 60th Annual Conference of SDIEU and declared 
the conference inaugurated.

Com H I Bhatt, GS WZIEA congratulated the 
SDIEU comrades and members on the occasion 
of Diamond Jubilee Conference and stressed the 
importance of strengthening the Organization on 
the basis of political and ideological understanding. 

He dwelt in detail and explained how employees 
under the banner of AIIEA defeated the Malhotra 
Committee Recommendations till this date. He 
explained that because of our struggles Govt is 
compelled to assure the Nation that it would retain 
sovereign guarantee and won’t privatize LIC. He also 
explained how AIIEA is pursuing its demands and 
also achieving the same through tactical expertise. 
He gave details of the 27 pending issues which AIIEA 
is pursuing. He also implored all the members to be 

ICEU, Madurai Division organised a felicitation 
program on 29th of October 2021 on the retirement 
of Com. G. Aruna, Convener of GWECA Committee 
and former Joint Secretary, from the services of 
LIC of India. The meeting was presided over by 
Com. G. Meenakshisundaram, President. Com. 
G. Seenivasan, President of Madurai Divisional 
Office Unit welcomed the gathering of more than 
200 comrades across various branch centres of 

Madurai Division. Com. M. Girija, Joint Secretary 
delivered Special address. She highlighted the 
pioneering role of Madurai division in very 
many fronts especially in the growth of Women 
Movement. Further, she elaborately explained 
the immense contribution of Com. G. Aruna in 
the growth of Women Sub-Committee in Madurai 
Division and her contribution to GWECA committee 
and AIDWA in the fight against Gender Violence. 
She briefed the developments taking place in 
LIC and stressed on the need for organisational 
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COM. G.ARUNA  FELICITATED
preparedness to fight against LIC IPO. Comrades  
K. Swaminathan, SZIEF, K. Samuelraj, TNUEF, S.K. 

Ponnuthai, AIDWA, S. Selvagomathi, SOCO TRUST, 
C. Chandrasekaran, AIIPA, M. Pushparajan, MRGIEA, 

J. Vijaya, LICSZWWCC, C. Namachivayam, LIC CL-I 
Association, Abeth Manohar Devavaram, NFIFWI, 
N.P. Rameshkannan, General Secretary offered 
felicitations and greeted on the occasion. Com. 

G. Aruna on her address 

explained the role of AIIEA 
in different spheres and 
remembered the various 

activities and instilled 
c o n f i d e n c e  a m o n g 

younger generation to 
uphold the legacy of AIIEA 
and especially Madurai 
Division.  The program 
came to an end with vote 
of thanks proposed by 
Com. D. Chitra, Convener, 
WWSC. 

prepared for struggle against Proposed IPO of LIC 
and privatizations of PSGI Companies. He appealed 
to all to be vigilant against divisive forces that are 
rampant in the country.

The report was placed in the House by General 
Secretary Com Devang Naik. He informed that since 
inception AIIEA is the only Trade Union in LIC which 
has united all the employees and protected LIC and 
improved the living standards of its employees He 
congratulated AIIEA for taking initiatives in forming 
a Joint Front of Class-1, Class-II and Class -3&4 
employees in GIC and informed that AIIEA is trying 
to form the same in LIC. He appealed all to mobilize 

more non members under the 

banner of AIIEA to protect the 

Public Sector Insurance in India. 
The report was accepted and 
passed unanimously.

After a detailed discussion 
t h e  C o n fe r e n c e  a d o p t e d 

27 Resolutions pertaining to 
LIC, PSUs, SC/STs, Women, 
Recruitment, Local Issues and 
Working Class in general.

The felicitations of bright 
students and retired Members 
were also done by Com.Kapil 
Purohit, Com.H.I.Bhatt and 

Com.A G Dhokpande.
The Meeting elected Com.Harkishan N Patel, 

Com.Devang Naik and Com. Hemant Haveliwala as 
President, Gen.Secretary and treasurer respectively. 

Com. Kapil Purohit graced the AGM and narrated 
the brief history of SDIEU. He appealed all to be 
joyous over our achievements and vigilant for the 
future. He appealed the house to acknowledge the 
33 years of selfless service of Com Jaimin Desai who 
is now active in IPA and working class movement. 
Vote of Thanks was proposed by Joint Secretary, 
SDIEU Com Mihir Desai.
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ICEU Visakhapatnam organised a state 
level Convention on the topic “Privatisation, 
Monetisation-Impact on Indian Economy” on 
06.11.2021, at Public Library, Visakhapatnam 
as a part of the campaign unleashed by SCZIEF 
against IPO and neo-liberal policies pursued by 
the  Government.

 Addressing the convention, Com P Satish, 
President, SCZIEF, said that the Government is 
hell bent on privatising and selling away all public 
sector units irrespective of whether they are profit 
or loss making. Central government is utilizing the 
financial crisis created by the corona epidemic as an 
excuse to privatize public sector companies on a large 
scale. Com.Satish said that Nirmala Sitharaman has 
targeted to collect Rs.  1 lakh crore by selling its stake 
in public sector financial institutions and Rs. 75,000 
crore through disinvestment from CPSE (Central 
Public Sector Enterprises).Modi Government intends 
to raise Rs 6 lakh crore through monetization by the 
end of 2025 and these policies should be seen as 
steps towards privatizing the entire public sector. 
Satish also spoke about the intention of central 
government to rent and lease airports, railways, 
coal mines, national highways, telecommunications, 
ports, power generation, etc. which were built with 
public money to private companies. It has therefore 

become necessary  to forge broader unity of the 
working class and confrontthese  policies.

 Another keynote speaker CITU AP State 
President CH Narasinga Rao slammed the central 
government privatisation policies. He criticized that 
in the name of monetization, Modi government is 
trying to handover Peoples Assets on a platter to 

corporates. Official figures show that the country’s 
economic situation was worse than before, more so 
in the pandemic situation.  Hundreds of thousands 
of families plunged into poverty due to inefficient 
government administration and massive job losses. 
CITU has taken the initiative to unite all the trade 
unions to fight for the protection of the Vizag Steel 
Plant in the public sector. He demanded the AP 
State government to take initiative in  forming joint 
front by including all Political parties, Trade unions 
,Mass organizations in the state to pressurise the 
central government to stop the privatization of the 
steel plant.

Fraternal trade union leaders UFBU convener 
Com A Sushma, AIBOC leader P. Praveen Kumar, 
AIBEA leader Com Ravi Kumar, Railway Union leader 
Com RVSS Rao, General Insurance leader Com 
Srirama Murthy, Steel Plant leader Com YT Dasu, 
BHEL leader Com GTP Prakash, BSNL leader Com 
Sagar, BEFI General Secretary Com Ramachandra 
Rao, ICREA general secretary Com R Pandurangan, 
Public Sector Coordination Committee leader Com 
Kumara Mangalam, other associations and unions 
within LIC participated.

  About 250 employees including members 
from Rajahmundry Division and workers took part 

in the convention. The convention 
unanimously resolved to oppose 
monetization policies of Union Govt, 
oppose the privatization of the Vizag 
steel plant and the IPO in the LIC. 
The Convention was presided over by 
Com M Kameswari, president, ICEU. 
Com P Purnima, Joint Secretary, ICEU 
welcomed the gathering and Com GSRK 
Govinda, Vice President proposed a vote 
of thanks.

A.P. STATE LEVEL CONVENTION ON                    

LIC IPO, PRIVATISATION & MONETISATION
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Tamil Nadu State Special Convention against 
LIC IPO was held on 14th November 2021, the 

birth anniversary of Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru under 
whom public sector played dominant role in the 
economy to make immense contribution to national 
development. 

Com.G.Meenakshisundaram, President, ICEU, 
Madurai Division hoisted the flag amidst thunderous 
slogans. Com.J.Vijaya, Joint Convenor, LICSZWWCC 
inaugurated the photo exhibition which depicts 
various campaigns undertaken by TN divisions in the 
last 30 years. It was followed by Thappattam (Drum 
beating) by Sudar Kalai Kuzhu of Madurai Division. 
Com.R.Ramakrishnan of MRGIEA sang a Bharathiar 
song. The attractive feature of the program was the 
presence of 65 children wearing the mask of Pandit 
Jawaharlal Nehru to mark the successful journey 
of LIC since 1956. A pledge to save LIC and public 
sector units was taken by Com.G.Anand, General 
Secretary, GIEA - SZ. Com Royappan of CITU along 
with Sudar Kalai Kuzhu performed songs to protect 
LIC and the people of the country. Com.N.P.Ramesh 
Kannan, General Secretary, ICEU, Madurai Division 
welcomed the gathering.

The Convention was presided over by 
Com.K.Swaminathan, Vice-President, SZIEF. In his 
presidential address, he brought before the house 
the 30-years of struggles to confront the various 
challenges before LIC of India and the Insurance 
Sector. Also, he remembered the uncompromising 
struggle to protect LIC and the lead role of Trade 
Union Movement to go to the people and pioneer 
act of mobilising people for our cause. He instilled 
confidence that we shall form opinion among public 
against the LIC IPO.

TAMIL NADU STATE CONVENTION AGAINST                  

LIC IPO THUMPING SUCCESS

Com.T.Senthil Kumar, General Secretary, SZIEF 
moved the resolution with brief introductory 
remarks demanding the Government to stop LIC 

IPO, to withdraw GST on insurance premium, to 
protect public sector general insurance companies 
against privatisation and to garner peoples’ opinion 
with the support of all political parties, trade unions 
and other democratic progressive organisations 

to join hands with us which was seconded by 
Com.M.Dhanaselvam, General Secretary, ICEU, 
Chennai-2 was unanimously adopted in the house.

Com.Su.Venkatesan, MP from CPI (M) in his 
address highlighted that the Central Government 
is carrying out the sale of all public sectors in a 
rapid phase ignoring the objectives with which the 
public sector units were formed in building Modern 
India. He also said that this Convention assumes 
greater significance because it is being conducted 
on the birthday of Jawaharlal Nehru, the first 
Prime Minister of India. He applauded the efforts 
of AIIEA in protecting the insurance sector and the 
Life Insurance Corporation of India through various 
campaigns in all these 30 years. He remembered the 
support extended by LIC Employees in Chennai to 
the Anti-Hindi Agitation Program in the late sixties 
and expressed his confidence that the fighting spirit 
of our comrades embraced with other sections of 
trade unions and progressive forces shall certainly 
fight out the move against privatisation.

Thiru.T.K.S.Elangovan ,  MP from DMK, 
congratulated the spectacular performance of 
LIC and that this was possible as LIC continues to 
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ICEU, Madurai Division organised campaign on 
9th of November across the entire Madurai Division 
to spread the message of Special State Convention 
to be held on 14 November, 2021 at Madurai against 
LIC IPO.

Street corner Meetings were conducted at 
Ramnad and Periyakulam Branch Centres. There was 
heavy downpour on that day due to cyclone. But 
still, our comrades made elaborate arrangements 
for the meeting. The meetings were conducted with 
support of LIC Cl I Federation, NFIFWI, LIAFI, LICAOI 
and other fraternal trade union organisations. 
There was a good response from the public. Our 
comrades distributed pamphlets on the spectacular 
performance of LIC. Com. N.P.Rameshkannan, 
General Secretary and Com. S. Thanikairaj, Joint 
Secretary delivered Special address in the Street 
Corner Meeting at Periyakulam and Ramnad 
respectively. The entire program turned out to be 
very successful with the support of the public.

In Madurai City, “Meeting the Public” campaign 

be in the public sector all these 65 years. 
The immense contribution of LIC in the 
growth of nation’s development is highly 
appreciable. “Though the BJP Govt. at the 
centre proclaims ‘Minimum Government 
and Maximum Governance’, it seldom works 
for the welfare of the people. Further, the 
Govt. is destroying people’s wealth and 
assets of the nation by amending various 
Acts in an undemocratic way just because 
of its brutal majority in the Parliament. LIC 
can be protected from IPO to remain as a 

people’s institution through vibrant struggle 
and unity and that DMK would extend its full 
support for the cause.” 

T h i r u . P. A b d u l  Sam ad  o f  M M K ,  C om. 
M.Veerapandian of CPI, Com. K.Samuelraj, TNUEF 
and Com.Vanniyarasu of VCK delivered special 
addresses in the Convention. They congratulated 
the magnificent performance of LIC in the nation-
building activities and the efforts of our movement 
to protect LIC.

A book titled, “LIC- THE STORY OF A PERENNIAL 
RIVER” written by Com.K.Swaminathan, Vice 
President, SZIEF was released in the Convention 
by Com. A.Selvam of TNGEA and the first copy was 
received by Com.R.Deivaraj of CITU.

Since Thiru.K.S.Azhagiri, President, TNCC could 
not make it; a video clipping of his speech was 
telecasted in the Convention.

Com. Madhukkur Ramalingam of CPM and Chief 
Editor of Theekkathir daily delivered valedictory 
address in the Convention. He pointed out the greed 
of ruling classes to sell PSUs and the target set by 
them one after the other to carry out at a faster 
pace. He explained that the Convention stands as 
a vaccination program to obstruct the sale of PSU. 
He further reiterated that in the journey of nation’s 
protection, AIIEA, the trade union movement in 
insurance is with people.

Com.D.Chitra, Convener, WWSC, Madurai placed 
the greeting messages received from various leaders. 
The grand Convention came to an end with Vote of 
Thanks proposed by Com.V.Suresh, Joint Secretary, 
SZIEF.

The convention was a resounding success with 
the participation of about 1400 comrades from all 
the 8 divisions and 3 GI regions of Tamil Nadu in 
the South Zone. Large number of LIC agents also 
took part from various centers. The huge gathering 

attracted a wide coverage in the media too. Live 
telecast of Convention by “Voice for Public Sector” 
- You tube channel of GIEA SZ - was viewed more 
than 2000 people

Prior to Convention, campaigns against LIC 
IPO by way of distribution of leaflets, street corner 
meetings reached lakhs and lakhs of people despite 
heavy rains throughout Tamil Nadu.

Appreciations of speaker after speaker from 

major political parties on the efforts of AIIEA in 
mobilizing people’s opinion and protecting LIC in 
public sector for a 30 long years gives us the much 
more confidence and conviction in fighting against 
the Governments anti-people policies.
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 CAMPAIGN ACROSS MADURAI DIVISION AGAINST LIC IPO
was held at nine centres. The fraternal trade 
union leaders of Madurai City participated and 
inaugurated the campaign. In Dindigul, Palani, 
Batlagundu, Sivagangai, Thiruppathur, Karaikudi, 

Devakottai, Uthamapalayam, Rajapalayam, 
Sivakasi, Srivilliputhur, Sattur, Virudhunagar and  
Aruppukottai Branch Centres, “Meeting the public” 
campaign was very successful. Our comrades 

distributed pamphlets with 
umbrella and rain coat and had 
discussion with common masses 
highlighting the magnificent 
growth and performance of LIC and 
sought support for our struggle 
against LIC IPO. The campaign 
scenes at different centres across 
Madurai Division instilled greater 
confidence amongst us and the 
entire program was a prelude to 
the successful convention to be 
held on 14th of November 2021.

LEADERSHIP TRADE UNION CLASS AT MADURAI

IC E U,  M a d u ra i  D i v i s i o n 
organised one day Leadership 

Trade Union Class at Madurai 
on 23rd of October 2021. The 
class turned out to be very 
successful with participation 
of 85 comrades. The Topic 
for the Class was “Nation – 

Institution- Organisation”. 
The class was presided over by 
Com. G. Meenakshisundaram, 
President. Com. T. Vanjunathan, 
Vice-President welcomed the 
gathering. The resource person 
was Com. K. Swaminathan, 
Vice-President, SZIEF. He 
highlighted the challenges and dangers confronting 
us. He pointed out the situation both inside and 
outside the industry and the relation between 
them and the need for us to have discussions 

on the same. He elaborately explained how we 
overcame the various challenges of LIC of India 
and our 30- year long journey in fighting against 
the policies of Government. He exhorted that our 
experience all these years remain as a foundation 

to plan our future activities with great confidence 
and enthusiasm. There was a group discussion in 
the session. A representative from the group placed 
the questions raised in their respective group. Com. 
K. Swaminathan summed up the queries raised. 
Com. N.P. Rameshkannan, General Secretary gave 
valedictory address. The TU class came to an end 
with vote of thanks proposed by Com. S. Renuka, 
Joint Secretary.  
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As a prelude to the upcoming 49th Annual 
Conference of  Divisional Union, LIC Employees’ 

Union, Kozhikode Division decided to conduct a 
minimum of 49 “Janasadass” (Assembly of people) 
against LIC-IPO, out of which, fourteen has been 
conducted so far at various centres.

The “Janasadass” is being organised by base units 
with the support of Public Libraries, NGOs, Cultural 
organisations, Political parties etc. of  their area.

So far “Janasadass” were  held in  association 
with ‘Reading club & Grandhalayam’, Pallikkunnu, 
Kannur District (organised by Kannur 1& 2 Base 
units), ‘Moloise Grandhalayam’, Nellankandy, 
Kozhikode District (by Thamarassery Base unit),

‘Yuvajana Grandhasala’, Thekkumthara, Waynad 
District (by Kalpetta Base unit),
‘Safdar Hashmi smaraka vayanasala’, Thazhampoyil, 
Kannur District (by Taliparamba Base unit),
‘Sulthan Bathery Public Library’, Waynad (by 
Sulthan Bathery Base unit),
CPI(M) Nadakkav Local Committee, Kozhikode 
District (by DO Base unit),
‘Ravunni Nair  Grandhaalayam & Library, 
Naduvannur, Kozhikode District (by Koyilandy 
Base unit),
‘Niranjana Kalavedi’, Kuttiyil Thazham, Kozhikode 
District (by Calicut Branch 3 Base unit),
‘Kadalayi Yuvajana Sangham and Library’, Kannur 
District (by Kannur 1 & 2 Base units),
‘Perumparamb Pothujana Library & Grandhaalayam’, 
Kannur District (by Mattanur Base unit),
‘AKG Memorial Arts & Sports Club’, Madikkai, 
Ambalathukara, Kasaragod District (by Kanhangad 
Base unit),

Connecting to people through ‘Janasadass’
‘Ratnakaran Library’, Ambalavalavu, Kozhikode 
District (by Ramanattukara unit),
CPI(M) Kayyoor Local Committee, Kayyoor, 
Kasargod District (Kayyoor is the cradle of agrarian 
struggles in Kerala) (by Nileshwar Base unit),
CPI(M) Kuruvattoor East Local Committee, 
Kozhikode District (by Calicut Branch 3 Base unit).

Com:PP.Krishnan (Vice President, AIIEA), Com:M.
Kunhikrishnan (Former Vice President, AIIEA), 
Com:IK.Biju (General secretary, LICEU, Kozhikode 
Division), and Com:K.Bahuleyan (Joint secretary, 
LICEU, Kozhikode Division) presented the topic *(Sale 
of Public Sector and LIC-IPO)* at various centres.

All the programmes were held through online, 
except those at Kayyoor and Ramanattukara, which 
were held physically.

Prominent personalities including people’s 
representatives, professors, professionals and the 
like participated from the public. Many Agents, 
Development officers and Class 1 officers also joined. 
Number of participants varied from 50 to 120 in 
each centres.

Campaign 

against   

LIC-IPO:
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KDIEA organises Exhibition on 
Shaheed e Aazam Bhagat Singh at Kanpur

On the occassion of 

114th birth anniversary 
o f  S h a h e e d - e - A z a m 
Bhagat Singh on 28 Sept 
2021, Kanpur Division IEA 
organised an exhibition, 
displaying his thoughts and 
held a gate meeting during 
lunch hour at ZO, Kanpur.

Addressing the meeting 
AIIPA national president 
Com. Ashok Tiwari asked 
the people to be vigilant for 
class consciousness and said that we had to face 
firmly this political and ideological transition period 
in the country. 

NCZIEF General Secretary Com. Rajiv Nigam, in 
his address, said that today the present Government, 
in the name of reforms, is trying to impose new farm 
law, new labour code, and anti public sector policies. 
This is nothing else but whatever little protection 
the existing laws offer to workers, peasants and 
common people from various harassments as well 
as atrocities. It is trying to crush the views of Sardar 
Bhagat Singh. It had surrendered to the same 
imperialism against which Bhagat singh fought for 
his entire life. He urged the people that it is the 
responsibility of the organisations like AIIEA to raise 
the voice of struggle against such policies. He also 
said that it is the AIIEA which keep fighting not only 
for the cause of the insurance employees but also 
for the cause of the common people of the country. 

In the adverse situation of the corona pandemic, our 
members all over the country worked hard to settle 
the claim of the people. Apart from this AIIEA also 
contributed enormously through its relief work to 
mitigate sufferings of the vulnerable sections of our 
society.    

KDIEA General Secretary Com. Arun Tiwari, in 
his speech, reminded the struggle of Sardar Bhagat 
Singh and the cause for which he was martyred. 
He said that today the situation of the country 
was the same and a big mass movement had to be 
made against it. He urged the people to unite and 
participate in the struggle of working class and the 
general people.

Despite heavy rains more than 200 people 
registered their presence in the meeting and made 
it a grand success. The meeting was presided over by 
the KDIEA President Com. Amit Mishra and thanked 
by working President Com. Manoj Kumar.

The Bank Employees’ Federation of India has 
been carrying out a nationwide mass signature 
campaign against the government attack on public 
sector banks.  The Government has decided to 
privatise two public sector banks.  It is reported that 
necessary amendment to the law to enable the sale 
will be brought in the Winter Session of Parliament 
beginning on 29th November.  The Government has 
also announced the sale of IDBI. Apart from this, 
various moves are afloat to weaken and destabilize 

public sector banks in the name of reforms.
In a response to this challenge, cadres of BEFI 

have spread across the country to educate people 
about the perils of the government action and 
have been collecting signatures.  There has been 
an enthusiastic response from the general public.  
The campaign is continuing. AIIEA expresses 
solidarity to this struggle and congratulates the 
Bank employees over this spirited campaign.

BEFI organises  Mass Signature Campaign
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T h e  n o n - l i f e 
insurance industry has paid 
around Rs 30,000 crore in 
Covid-related health claims 
without any support from the 
government and the cost 
of such claims are borne 
by the industry  said the 
panellists at the Business 
S t a n d a r d  B F S I  I n s i g h t 
Summit. They further said 
that this could lead to an 
increase in premium unless 
the government steps in to 
minimise the burden on the end-consumer, such as 
through a reduction in goods and services tax (GST) 
on premiums or address the issue of high health 
care inflation. “The government should reduce 
GST on premiums. The premiums are moving up 
because of the claims we are seeing. If the effect 
on the end-consumer has to be lowered, the GST 
on premiums has to be looked into. Why 18 per cent 
should be charged when we are talking about 
consumer interest?” argue the panellists.

There has been more than 60 per cent decline in 
the crop insurance claims of farmers at Rs 9,570 
crore under the Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana 
(PMFBY) for the 2020-21 crop year from the previous 
year.  The official reason given is there has been 
no much crop loss! According to the data, about 
445 lakh hectares of farm land was insured by 612 
lakh farmers under the PMFBY with a total sum 
insured amount of Rs 1,93,767 crore during 2020-21. 
However, total claims reported were of Rs 9,570 
crore for 2020-21.

All out efforts are being made to douse any 

eruption by any section of citizens. Latest - The 
bonuses committed to policyholders will not be 
impacted after the mega listing of Life Insurance 
Corporation (LIC) even though its annual surplus 
transfer to policyholders’ fund will decline to 90% 
from 95% as is the case in the private insurance 
industry. “In principle, the policyholders will be fully 
taken care of for whatever has been committed 
to them. Bonus to policyholders is not going to be 
reduced,” said department of investment and 
public asset management (DIPAM) secretary 
Tuhin Kanta Pandey.   Is 90 percent not less than 95 
per cent?   So far, LIC has been paying 95% of its 
surplus to policyholders and 5% to the government. 
Section 28 of LIC Act was amended through the 
Finance Act 2021 to change the ratio to 90:10 for 
policyholders and shareholders respectively when 
it becomes a joint-stock company after the IPO. 
According to the regulations by the Insurance 
Regulatory and Development Authority of India, 
the shareholders are entitled to 10% of the surplus.

The Central Bureau of 
Investigation (CBI) has filed 
charge sheet before a 
special court in Guwahati 
a g a i n s t  1 5  a c c u s e d 
including several former 
senior officials of National 
Insurance Company for 
causing loss of Rs 47.68 
lakh by means of forgery, 
false and fabricated FIRs 
for availing benefit of false 
motor accident claims 
during 2015-2017

Insurance products emerged as the preferred 
choice of savings and investments for parents 
after the pandemic, as they consider these as 
low-risk and reliable financial tools to meet future 
goals, according to The #FutureFearless survey — 
conducted by Ageas Federal Life Insurance and 
YouGov India to understand the impact of the 
COVID-19 pandemic on the financial preparedness 
of Indian parents in planning for their children’s 
education — revealed that saving for academics 
has taken precedence over other life goals.

According to the Boston- Boston – based modelling 
firm AIR Worlwide the global insurance industry can 
currently expect a long-run annual average loss 
of $106 billion and a greater than a 40% chance 
of experiencing an annual loss of more than $200 
billion in the next decade.

Beware of the words being used to hit LIC. “LIC’s 
tepid show pulls life insurers’ new business premium 
down 5% in Oct” headline almost all pink papers. 
Though LIC market share is showing a down trend 
its growth in non-single premium growth both in 
individual policies and group policies is promising. 
According to Emkay Global insurance industry 
analysis life insurance companies promoted 
by banks such as SBI Life, HDFC Life and ICICI 
Prudential, Max Life are taking away market share 
in the retail segment from LIC. However, the fact 
is It is far ahead of the 23-member private life 
insurer’s club in terms of the number of individual 
lives covered last month.

The International Financial Services Centre 
Authority (IFSCA), India’s first single regulator for 
the Gujarat-based International Financial Services 
Centre (IFSC), announces a new liberal regulatory 
regime for facilitating the formation of various 
international and Indian insurance businesses in the 
Gujarat International Finance Tec-City (GIFT City). 
The new facilities, the IFSCA says, will help India to 
develop a global reinsurance hub in the country, 
competing with offshore financial centres like 
Singapore, Dubai and Hong Kong, which currently 
dominate the insurance business in Asia! 

INSURANCE NEWS

in brief

A.M. Khan, Dharwad
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JOLTS Report, released on 
12th November 2021 on the 
state of US economy reflects 
an uneven economy with 
strong demand grinding 
against labour and goods 
shortages, driving overall 
inflation to its biggest annual 
gain in 31 years.  The workers 
wage growth recorded 
annual increase of 4.9% in 
October, although this has 
been outstripped by overall 
inflation, leading to a fall in 
real earnings. US consumer sentiment plunged 
in early November to the lowest level since 2011 
as surging inflation cut into households living 
standards.  
AMAZON Workers in Germany to strike for better 

pay:  Workers at Amazon Workhouse began 
strike action on 29th October 2021 as a part of a 
long running battle with the US tech giant over 
better pay and working conditions.  Workers want 
Amazon to recognize the collective agreements 
in the retail and mail order industry and to reach 
an agreement over fair working conditions with 
AMAZON.
Unions across France have called for a massive 

demonstration on 9th November to express their 
anger over the stagnation of salaries, the cost of 
living and a change to the unemployment benefits 
system.  8 Trade Unions have joined forces in a 
sign of solidarity for workers who have lost much 
of their spending power due to inflation and a 
protracted economic CRISIS.  This time around 200 
rallies organized across the country.  In some public 
services such as school and transport, there have 
also been calls to stop work.  The workers are critical 
of the latest hike in energy prices which have left 
many households struggling, the controversial new 
reform for unemployment benefits and the future 
quantum of pension.
CONTRACT DOCTORS IN MALASIA THREATEN 

SECOND STRIKE: Contract doctors in Malaysian 
Public Hospital have threatened to go on strike in 
December if  the Government continues to ignore 
their demand for permanent postings.  There 
are 23,000 frontline contract Doctors employed 
under a temporary system established by the 
Government in 2016.  The walk out will be second 
over the issue, around 7000 temporary Doctors 
walked of job nationally on 26th July 2021.
 SRILANKAN EDUCATORS AND PARENTS CONTINUE 

PROTESTS:

Thousands of Public School Educators, Parents 
and students held demonstration in Srilanka’s 
main cities on 3rd November as a part of a long 
running campaign to lift the wages of teachers and 

principals and for resolution 
of other issues pending 
for 24 years.  Protestors 
demanded that at least 
6% of the nation’s GDP be 
allocated to education 
and that  parents  a re 
not charged for School 
Maintenance Expenses.  
Recently 2,50,000 teachers 
participated in 100 days 
National Online Teaching 
strike.
         FEDEX DRIVERS ACROSS 

AUSTRALIA HOLD ROLLING STRIKES: The Transport 
Workers Union (TWU), representing 3000 Australian 
FEDEX TRUCK Drivers, held national four hour 
rolling stoppages from 8th November over ongoing 
negotiations for a NEW Enterprise Agreement.  
It is the third round strike at the Global Logistics 
Company in a bargaining process that has been 
under way since April 2021.
Queensland Sugar Mill workers strike against pay 

freeze:  Rocky Point Sugar Mill workers in South East 
Queensland walked of the job and picketed the 
factory on 29th October to demand high pay in 
the company’s proposal enterprise agreement.  
Members of the Australian Manufacturing Workers 
Union, Electrical Traders Union and the Australian 
Workers Union said they have not got a pay 
increase since 2016 and want a pay OFFER that 
compensates for the 5 year wage freeze.
NEW ZEALAND REST HOME WORKERS STRIKE: Rest 
Home workers in the northern New Zealand 
Regional town of Kaitaia struck for two hours on 30th 
October 2021 in an ongoing series of stoppages.  
The Claud Switzer Memorial Trust which runs the 
town’s only residential care home has proposed 
scrapping special pay allowance for health care 
assistants and domestic staff working weekend 
shifts along with other benefits as a part of new 
collective agreement.
BRUTAL REPRESSION against str iking public 
employees in Sau Paulo, Brazil:
On 10th November, teachers and municipal workers 
in Sau Paulo faced violent repression by the police 
as they protested against a city council vote on 
“PENSION REFORM” that drastically slashes their 
PENSIONS.  Municipal workers had been on strike 
since October 15th against the austerity measures 
introduced by the Mayor.  This was the second 
strike this year by PAULO’s Municipal Educators, 
the largest section of public service workers.  In 
February, they struck for four months against 
the unsafe of reopening of schools.  In October, 
workers at General Motors in SAO CAETANO DO SUL 
went on strike against company’s New enterprise 
agreement.

WORKING CLASS

Struggle

S. Sridhara, Mysore
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* Over the past few years, 
the BJP Government at 
the Centre has turned 
petrol and diesel into a 
blank cheque – heaping 
taxes on them at higher 
and higher rates. In 2014, 
Oil Marketing Companies 
(OMCs) sold petrol to 
dealers at Rs.49/- per litre. 
With dealer’s margin and 
central and state taxes, 
the retail price came to 
Rs.74/- per litre. So, OMCs 
got 66% of the final price 
while 34% went to dealers and the centre and 
states. Now the share of OMCs has reduced to 
42% while dealer commission and taxes add 
up to 58%. The maximum increase has been in 
central taxes, which have increased from 14% of 
the retail price in 2014 to 32% now. The share of 
state taxes has increased from 17% to 23% in the 
same period. Had taxes remained at the 2014 
level, a litre of petrol would have cost Rs.66/- and 
a litre of diesel would have cost Rs.55/- today 
and not Rs.100/- plus.  The Centre has profited 
the most from high taxes on petroleum. Its tax 
collection grew by 164% - from Rs.1.7 lakhs crore 
in 2014-15 to Rs.4.6 lakh crore in 2020-21. State’s 
collections have been stagnant since 2017-18.

* According to the latest report of the National 
Crime Records Bureau (NCRB), in 2020, in India 
daily wagers topped the category of people 
who committed suicide, followed by self-
employed and unemployed individuals.  Suicides 
by farmers and agriculture labourers remained 
high with 10,677 persons engaged in farming 
sector taking their lives in 2020, compared to 
10,281 in the previous year. While the report did 
not mention Covid-19 as the reason behind the 
14% increase in suicide amongst daily wagers 
and 11% increase amongst the unemployed, 
it is probably due to lack of livelihood and 
income during the lockdown.  Among the total 
number of male suicides, 33,164 daily wagers 
followed by 15,990 self-employed persons and 
12,993 unemployed persons committed suicide. 
Among females, 22,732 housewives committed 
suicide followed by 5,559 students and 4,493 
daily wage earners.

* The inflation in USA is running at 5%, with little 
sign of abating. The US Consumer Price Index 
(CPI) had risen by 6.2% in October compared 
to last year. The fastest annual rise since 1990 

and a considerable jump 
from 5.4% in September. 
The core inflation, after 
stripping out volatile items 
such as food and energy, 
rose by 4.6%, the highest 
level since 1991, which is 
a clear indication that the 
price range is spreading 
throughout the economy.  
At the end of 2007, just 
before the global financial 
crisis, the US Treasury debit 
held by the public totaled 
$ 5.1 trillion or 35% of GDP. 

At the end of 2020, the debt had reached $ 21.6 
trillion or 10% of GDP. This is a matter of grave 
concern. The euro zone inflation rate was 3.4% 
in September, the highest level since before 
the global financial crisis, and well beyond the 
European Central Banks target of 2%. In the UK, 
the inflation rate is expected to reach 5% in the 
first month of next year. In China, the factory 
gate prices rose by 13.5% in October, highest 
increase in 26 years. The increase exceeded 
economists’ forecast of a rise of 12.4% as well 
as well above the level of 10.7% in September. 
In China, the manufacturing activity has been 
declining prompting fears of stagnation in the 
world’ second largest economy. 

* According to a special study by Federal 
Statistical Office, more than 7 million people in 
Germany work in “precarious “jobs.    This number 
is just 21% of the country’s 33.4 million workforce.  
When one adds the4.5 million part-time workers 
with more than 20 hours per week, whom the 
Federal Statistical Office does not count as a 
“precarious”, a total of 11.5 million male and 
female workers do not work in so-called normal 
jobs.  This means that one-third of the workforce 
is engaged in part-time and/or precarious work, 
for more than previously suspected.  Other 
studies show a strong concentration of the low-
wage sector in different regions.  An average 
3,75,000 people in Berlin worked in the low-wage 
sector, 24.3% of the working population.  In 
Brandenburg, the figure was around 2,80,000, 
a share of 27.7%.  The hourly wage in this sector 
was below Euro 11.13, less than two-thirds of the 
average gross hourly wage and little more than 
the statutory minimum wage of Euro 9.60.  In 
Germany, the number of billionaires increased 
by 13.7% to 174 during 2020 pandemic year and 
their total wealth grew to $ 515 billion.

ECONOMIC

Tid Bits

J. Suresh, Mysore
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Covid Claims: LIC has 
received 38,304 Covid 
claims of ¹ 1,062.37 crore 
of which, settled 38,290 
claims worth ¹ 1,061.91 
crore. That means, LIC 
has settled 99.96% Covid 
claims.
Tremendous opportunity: 
Every insurance market 
is different and needs 
d i f fe rent  t reatment . 
However, the scenario in 
the Indian market is a bit 
more complex. Here we 
have a relatively under penetrated market with 
a very large potential. We have striking contrasts 
like low per capita income, but very high mobile 
penetration. Such parameters are not observed in 
other markets. So transplanting external solutions 
may not yield good results. With a penetration of 
less than 4% India offers a tremendous opportunity 
to grow.
Missing Middle: NITI Aayog, in it’s report titled 
“Health Insurance for India’s Missing Middle”, 
proposes three different models for increasing 
health insurance coverage among the missing 
middle. “40 crore individuals are devoid of any 
health protection through insurance. They are 
not eligible under government-subsidized health 
insurance schemes and have not paid for private 
voluntary health insurance schemes,” said the 
report and 1.Expanding private voluntary insurance 
through commercial insurers, 2.Allowing voluntary 
contribution using National Health Authority 
(NHA)-PMJAY infrastructure or ESIC scheme and 
3.Expansion of coverage under the PMJAY scheme 
are the three models. Each of these models will be 
suitable for certain segments of this section of the 
population. NITI Aayog says that a combination of 
the three models, phased in at different times, can 
ensure coverage for the missing middle population. 
In the short term, the focus should be on expanding 
private voluntary insurance through commercial 
insurers.
Insurance GST: “Charging 18% GST on insurance 
premium is atrocious,” former IRDAI member Nilesh 
Sathe said. “In the absence of any social security 
available to the citizens, insurance becomes a 
necessity. All essential commodities are out of the 
purview of GST, why should premium be taxed, 
and that too, so heavily,” Sathe asked, adding 
nowhere in the world one has to pay such heavy 
tax on insurance premium. “There is no such tax 
on banking services or mutual fund services. These 
are also financial services, there is no reason why 
insurance services should be taxed and that too, so 
heavily. Even the premium for purchase of annuity 
attracts GST,” said Sathe.

Premium hike: Munich Re is 
set to hike term insurance 
premiums. Term insurance 
premiums are set to hike 
anywhere between 25% to 
40% as reinsurers tightened 
underwriting norms in the 
wake of  the Covid-19 
pandemic.  The extent 
of the premium hike will, 
however, vary from one 
insurer to another. The new 
rates will come into effect 
from December. Swiss Re 
also expects premiums for 

life and health insurance to increase amid rising 
demand and changes in the industry. 
Nearing digital era: Many insurers are adopting 
new, digital, integrated solutions like quoting and 
illustrations, eApplication, agent and client self-
service portals, and Direct-to-Consumer (D2C) 
sales solutions. But most insurers do not have a 
100% digital and automated workflow for getting 
policy applications from the consumer to issuance. 
We are on the verge of a new era of customer 
segmentation that has the potential to enable 
insurers to personalize everything from product 
design to marketing to sales and service. 
Drone assessment: A senior official of the Agriculture 
Insurance Company said that one of the goals 
of the company was to speed up settlement of 
insurance claims by farmers and the company was 
exploring new technology, including deployment 
of drones for speedy settlements. This would also 
enhance the accuracy of granular level claim 
assessment even in calamity-like situations where 
human intervention may not be possible. 
Phygital model: Post the second wave of Covid, 
LIC has created an app for agents called ANANDA 
which agents can use to call the customer to get 
details and send him a link to make the payment. 
So it’s a phygital model. It is still evolving and LIC 
has sold 2 lakh policies through this app. 
Utilising Tech.: <>SBI General Insurance has 
announced a technological collaboration with 
the digital payments platform Google Pay. The 
collaboration will allow customers to purchase SBI 
General’s health insurance plan directly through 
the Google Pay app. <>Liberty General Insurance 
Ltd has partnered with PhonePe to offer motor 
insurance digitally. 
Account aggregator: Max Life Insurance Co. 
has announced that it has joined the account 
aggregator (AA) framework. AA was introduced 
by the Reserve Bank of India in September. It is 
designed to enable customers to securely share 
their financial data to financial institutions they 
want to take services from. A customer’s data 
cannot be shared with any entity without the 
former’s consent.

For our

FIELD FORCES

Arivukkadal, Thanjavur
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          Response
The editorial on political morality 
is very strong and clear. The 
example of Lal Bahadur Shastri’s 
resignation is apt and need of the 
hour to talk about that. Because 
in the current political scenario 
such incidents are treated like an antique icon kept 
in a museum.
 I read the condolence note on activist Kamala 
Bhasin. I feel,  It will be more meaningful if we 
publish her expressions or short notes on feminism 
in our magazine.
                                 -B.RANJANI,MADURAI DIVISION
The Editorial of November 2021 is very thought 
provoking.  It is true that there is no political morality 
and accountability now.  This slide down has to be 
arrested in order to protect democracy.  The Article 
on LIC IPO by Com Shreekant Mishra and Lessons 
from SBI by Com Thomas Franco are very educative. 
The contents in this issue are rich and will help the 
campaign.
             - P. MUTHUKUMARAN, TIRUVANNAMALAI

DONATIONS 
Reception Committee, 29th General Conference
NCZIEF held at Bareilly Rs.21000
Bima Karamchari Sangh, Luknow Division 11000
Com Vijay M Lall, Aligarh Division 2100
Com. Vikram Prashar (HGA) BO Palampur 2100
Com. Vir Singh (HGA) BO Hamirpur-II 1100
Com. Karam Chand (HGA) BO Hamirpur II 1100
Com. H.Rajashekhar, A.O Ballari -2 Branch 5000
Com. Kumod Kumar 5000
Com. Dhanalakshmi, Chennai DO-1 5000
Com. Sadashiva, ICPA BANGALORE 5000
Com. Biplab Kumar Ghosh, KSDIEA kolkata 5000
Com. Omkarnath Singh, Retd, Bangalore 2000
Com. B.V.S.Nageswara Rao, Anakpalle Branch 2000
Com. V.N.K.Harnath, Anakpalle Branch 2000
Com. Papa Rao, Vizanagaram Branch 2000

Insurance worker heartily thanks these comrades for 
their love and affection

CONSUMER PRICE INDEX
Month Base 2016 Base 2001 Base 1960 
Jan.2021 118.2 340.42 7770.30
February 119.0 342.72 7822.89
March 119.6 344.45 7862.34
April 120.1 345.89 7895.20
May 120.6 347.33 7928.07
June 121.7 350.50 8000.39
July 122.8 353.66 8072.70
August 123.0 354.24 8085.85
September 123.3 355.10 8105.57 

 Base1960=Base2001x22.8259;
Base 2001=Base 2016x 2.88

OBITUARY
Com S.S.Nagabhusana, former Joint Secretary, 
ICEU Mysore succumbed to covid after a prolonged 
battle on 2nd November 2021 at the age of ,,,,.  Com 
Nagabhusana joined LIC in 1985 and right from the 
beginning took keen interest in the union activities.  
He developed as a dedicated soldier of AIIEA and 
accepted higher responsibilities in the organization.  
He made significant contribution to the growth of 
the organization.  
Insurance Worker deeply mourns the unfortunate 
and untimely death of Com Nagabhusana and shares 
the grief with the bereaved family.

 According to the Global Hunger Index 
2021,conflict, climate change, and the novel 
coronavirus disease (COVID-19) pandemic have 
exacerbated the food security situation across the 
globe including India.  Actually, People have been 
severely hit by covid-19 and the pandemic-related 
restrictions in India, which will be reflected in the 
next index more. In terms  of population, taking into 
consideration the additional statistical uncertainty, 
it is estimated that between 720 and 811 million 
people in the world faced hunger in 2020. In 2019, 
around 194.4 million faced hunger in India. This 
must-have increased further in 2020 in India.

The corona has only exacerbated hunger 
paroxysm.  Rather than rubbishing the Global 
Hunder Index Report, the government must give 
serious attention to study the shortcomings pointed 
out in the Report and take effective measures to 
overcome them.  This requires urgency as Right to 
Life is meaningless without right to adequate food 
and nourishment. 

The Paroxysms 
        of HUNGER

    continued from page 12
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